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Please  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  series  of  articles  about  the  suppression  of 
discussion  of  the  Palestinian  issue  and  suppression  of  information  on  the  violation 
of  Palestinian  human  rights.  I  have  included  a  report  prepared  by  the  Canadian 
Civil  Liberties  Association  on  the  attempt  to  suppress  discussion  of  the  Palestinian 
issuer  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  back  in  1 982- 1 983 . 

As  I  said  on  the  telephone  back  in  January  2012  there  have  been  attacks  made  on 
many  individuals  and  organizations  who  have  expressed  concern  over  the  human 
rights  violations  of  the  Palestinians.  I  was  attacked  for  posting  articles  supporting 
human  rights  for  the  Palestinians  and  critical  of  the  policies  of  the  Israeli 
government  toward  the  Palestinians  by  supporters  of  Israel  on  the  Law  Union  List 
Serve,  on  the  Refugee  Law  Association  list  serve  and  also  on  the  Canadian  Bar 
Association  Citizenship  and  Immigration  list  serve.  Attempts  were  made  to  ban  me 
from  those  lists  or  to  attempt  prevent  the  posting  of  articles  on  Palestinian  Human 
Rights. 

I  was  attempting  to  spread  information  about  the  violation  of  Palestinian  human 
rights  to  Immigration  and  Refugee  lawyers  who  should  be  familiar  with  human 
rights  violations  in  other  contexts  and  for  them  to  make  the  appropriate 
connections.  I  also  submitted  information  to  the  Law  Union  as  the  lawyers  who 
are  there  are  supposed  to  be  progressive  and  concerned  with  human  rights 
violations. 


A  large  part  of  this  initiative  was  in  response  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to 
Combat  Anti-Semitism  which  appeared  to  be  arguing  or  taking  the  position  that 
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criticism  of  Israel  or  Zionism  was  anti-Semitic.  This  pseudo  Parliamentary  group 
recently  issued  the  Ottawa  Protocol  on  Ant-Semitism  The  Press  Release  dated 
September  19,  2011  states: 

Canada  Gets  Tough  on  Anti-Semitism 

The  government  of  Canada  took  an  historic  step  Yesterday  by  signing 
the  Ottawa  Protocol  to  Combat  Anti-Semitism.  By  doing  so,  it 
recognized  anti-Semitism  as  a  Pernicious  evil  and  a  global  threat 
against  the  Jewish  People,  the  State  of  Israel  and  free,  democratic 
countries  everywhere.  As  Prime  Minister  Stephen  Harper  has  noted 
"Those  who  would  hate  and  destroy  the  Jewish  people  would 
Ultimately  hate  and  destroy  the  rest  of  us  as  Well." 

The  protocol  is  a  declaration  that  hatred  of  This  nature  will  not  be 
tolerated  in  this  country.  It  sets  Out  an  action  plan  for  supporting 
initiatives  that  combat  Anti-Semitism  and  provides  a  framework  for 
other  nations  to  Follow. 

It  also  sets  out  a  vibrant  definition  of  Anti-Semitism  which,  for  the 
first  time  in  history,  links  Anti-Semitism  to  the  denial  of  the  right 
Jewish  people  have  To  their  ancestral  home  land  —  the  State  of  Israel. 
This,  In  fact,  is  what  sets  post- World  War  Two  anti-Semitism  apart 
From  its  historic  roots.  Today's  anti-Semitism  is  all  about  Denial: 
denial  of  the  legitimacy  of  Zionism  as  a  Jewish  Movement  to  reclaim 
the  land  of  Israel;  denial  of  a  Jewish  History  in  connection  to  the  holy 
land  and,  in  particular,  The  centrality  of  Jerusalem  to  the  Jewish 
people;  denial  of  The  Holocaust  (while  at  the  same  time  accusing 
Jews  of  Nazism);  and  denial  of  Jews  to  live  free  of  anti-Semitism, 
Hate  and  intolerance. 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/English/department/media/releases/20 1 1/20 1 1-09- 1 9. asp 

http://www.antisem.org/archive/ottawa-protocol-on-combating-antisemitism/ 

I  wrote  an  article  which  was  published  in  Outlook,  published  in  the  Jewish 
Outlook  Society,  "Is  it  anti-Semitic  to  Defend  Palestinian  Human  Rights?"  Part 
One,  Outlook,  November-December,  2009  pp.  17-18  and  p.  35;  Part  two  Is  it  anti- 
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Semitic  to  Defend  Palestinian  Human  Rights?,"  was  published  in  Outlook. 
January-February,  2010,  pp  1 7- 1 9.  This  article  was  also  published  in  a  number 
of  other  places  .This  article  was  submitted  to  The  Canadian 

Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat  Antisemitism  and  was  also  published  in  The 
Canadian  Charger,  Media  Monitors  Network,  The  Dominion  (Canada)  and  a 
number  of  other  ezines.  A  slightly  revised  version  was  published  as  a  chapter  of  a 
book  published  by  The  Canadian  Charger  responding  to  The  Canadian 
Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat  Antisemitism. 

Rabble  also  published  an  excerpt  titled,  "Suppressing  dissent  on  campus?,"  by 
Edward  C.  Corrigan  Rabble.ca,  September  1,  2009. 1  also  published  another 
article  related  to  this  issue;  "Is  Anti-Zionism  Anti-Semitic?  Jewish  Critics  Speak," 
Middle  East  Policy,  Winter  2009,  pp.  132-145. 1  have  attached  the  articles  titles 
and  link  information  to  this  letter. 

"Debate:  Report  on  anti-Semitism  seeks  only  to  protect  Israel,"  by  Sue  Ferguson, 
Mary- Jo  Nadeau,  Eric  Shragge,  Abby  Lippman,  Gary  Kinsman  and  Reuben  Roth, 
The  National  Post,  July  21,2011 

In  case  you  do  not  read  the  National  Post.  Faculty  for  Palestine  —  a  network  of 
450  faculty  members  from  Canadian  universities  and  colleges  -  has  published  an 
opinion  piece  on  the  Canadian  Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat  Anti-Semitism 
(CPCCA)  Report  and  the  "new  anti-Semitism."  The  National  Post,  as  you  well 
know,  is  one  of  the  most  right  wing  and  pro-Israel  news  papers  in  Canada.  Here  is 
the  link. 

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2011/07/21/debate-report-on-anti-semitism-s 
eeks-only-to-protect-israel/ 

Here  is  an  excerpt  from  the  article: 

This  month,  a  serious  attack  was  made  against  free  speech  in  Canada. 
A  pseudo-parliamentary  committee  calling  itself  the  Canadian 
Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat  Anti-Semitism  (CPCCA)  issued  a 
report  calling  on  the  federal  government  to  adopt  a  definition  of 
anti-Semitism  that  would  criminalize  criticism  of  the  state  of  Israel. 
The  report  claims  to  support  free  speech  and  open  debate  around  the 
Israeli/Palestinian  conflict,  but  its  recommendations  aim  to  silence 
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pro-Palestinian  voices,  especially  on  campuses.  The  CPCCA's  biased 
processes  and  dubious  conclusions  contradict  its  own  argument  for 
balanced  debate,  and  make  a  mockery  of  the  notion  of  disinterested 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

Censorship  of  discussion  of  the  Palestinian  issue  really  is  an  attempt  to  control 
access  to  information  and  censorship  of  information.  You  can  put  critical  country 
information  about  any  country  in  the  World  including  Canada  but  as  soon  as  you 
put  forward  information  critical  of  Israel  or  supportive  of  the  Palestinians  you  will 
be  attacked  and  it  becomes  a  "big  issue."  Anti-Palestinians  individuals  then  make 
the  positing  of  info  "political"  and  try  to  wear  the  poster  down,  marginalize  them 
and  make  a  big  problem  so  that  the  issue  becomes  "political"  and  the  other 
members  of  the  list  become  tried  of  the  argument.  However,  that  is  the  purpose  of 
the  attacks  and  to  confuse  and  ultimately  block  the  issue  from  public  discussion. 

The  article  by  "Freedom  to  Teach,  Freedom  of  Speech:  Israel-Palestine,"  by  Dr. 
Jason  Kunin,  The  Canadian  Charger,  November  11,  2009;  and  "Zionists  muzzle 
debate  on  Israeli/Palestine"  are  bang  on  point.  To  quote  the  article  "These  are 
attempts  to  muzzle  debate  on  the  Israeli/Palestinian  issue  acrossCanada,"  said 
York  University's  Professor  Ilan  Kapoor  in  an  interview  with  The  Canadian 
Charger,  "When  criticism  of  Israel  or  pro-Palestinian  positions  are  portrayed  as 
antisemitic  it  sets  a  dangerous  precedent.  It  shuts  down  debate,  which  is  the 
bedrock  of  a  university .  If  a  university  is  about  anything,  it's  about  developing 
critical  thinking." 

Zionists  are  aware  that  studies  have  shown  the  more  people  know  about  the 
Israel/Palestine  dispute  the  more  they  sympathize  withe  the  Palestinians.  Most 
individuals  in  Canada  have  limited  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  only  have  a  image 
or  impression  of  the  issue  that  tends  to  favour  the  Israelis.  The  fact  that  much  of 
the  information  that  makes  up  the  "image"  is  false  is  something  that  favours  the 
perception  of  the  Israeli  side  of  the  equation.  I  suppose  a  factor  is  any  information 
that  threatens  the  "image"  that  many  of  Israel's  supports  have  of  Israel  and 
Zionism  have  makes  them  defensive  and  even  angry,  hence  the  almost  hysterical 
response. 

They  do  not  want  to  debate  the  issue  as  they  know  they  cannot  answer  the 
argument  e.g.  the  fact  that  93%  of  Israel's  land  is  reserved  exclusively  for  Jews 
and  that  the  Law  of  Return  is  discriminatory  against  Palestinians  and  other 
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non-Jews.  If  Canada  had  laws  and  land  holding  policies  that  exclusively  favoured 
Anglo-Saxon  Protestants  and  discriminated  against  all  other  social  groups  the 
discriminatory  nature  of  the  policies  is  very  clear. 

This  issue  is  about  access  to  information  and  the  right  to  have  access  to 
information  that  is  critical  of  the  practices  of  all  states.  Israel  and  no  other  state 
should  be  given  a  special  exception  that  its  policies  and  practices  cannot  be 
scrutinized  and  even  criticized. 

It  is  also  about  free  speech  and  democracy  and  the  right  to  express  critical 
opinions.  These  are  the  hallmarks  of  a  democratic  society.  The  supporters  of  Israel 
are  going  to  try  to  shut  done  all  discussion  of  this  issue.  These  issues  could  set  an 
unfortunate  and  even  dangerous  precedent.  I  know  that  I  do  not  like  being  told 
what  to  do  and  frequently  will  do  the  opposite  when  I  am  told  I  cannot  do 
something.  There  is  no  valid  legal  reason  to  bar  discussion  of  the  human  rights  of 
the  Palestinians,  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  or  any  other  group  on  the  CBA  ,  RLA 
and  Law  Union  lists  which  discuss  refugee  issues. 

This  is  an  important  issue  that  needs  supporters  of  free  speech  and  even 
democracy  to  speak  up  and  to  take  a  strong  stand  against  censorship. 

Yours  truly, 


EDWARD  C.  CORRIGAN 
BARRISTER  &  SOLICITOR 


d:\ed\cba\Can  Assoc  of  Civil  Lib\3 1  Jan  2012.wpd 


cc.  Canadian  Arab  Federation  and  Palestine  House. 
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LINKS  TO  ARTICLES 

"The  Palestinian  Question  at  the  University:  The  Case  of  Western  Ontario,"  by 
Edward  C.  Corrigan,  American- Arab  Affairs,  Summer  1987,  pp.  87-98. 

http://www.sphr.org/uwo/article-americanarab.pdf 

"Jewish  Criticism  of  Zionism"  By  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Middle  East  Policy 
(Formerly  American- Arab  Affairs)  Winter  1990-91,  pp.  94-1 16. 

http://www.mepc.org/journal/90 1 2_corrigan.asp  alternate  link. 
http://libaware.economads.com/jewcritzion.php 

Review  of  "Prophets  Outcast:  A  Century  of  Dissident  Jewish  Writing  about 
Zionism  and  Israel,"  edited  by  Adam  Shatz,  Review  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan, 
Middle  East  Policy,  Summer  2005,  pp.  139-143. 

http://www.politicalreviewnet.conVpolrev/reviews/MEPO/R_l  06 1_1 924  083  1 0 
05721. asp  .  .  . 

"Zionist  Distortion  of  History,"  Media  Monitors  Network,  January  16,  2006 

http://usa.mediamonitors.net/content/view/full/25339 

Review  of  "Refraining  Anti-Semitism:  Alternative  Jewish  Perspectives,  by  Jewish 
Voice  for  Peace,eds.  Oakland  California,  2004.  Published  in  Middle  East  Policy, 
Spring  2006,  pp.  156-161. 

http://www.mepc.org/journal_vol  1 3/0603_corrigan.asp 

Review  of  "The  Other  Israel,  Voices  of  Refusal  and  Dissent",  Foreword  by  Tom 
Segev  and  Introduction  by  Anthony  Lewis.  Edited  by  Roane  Carey  and  Jonathan 
Shainin.  (New  Press:  2002),  Middle  East  Policy,  Fall  2006,  Number  3,  pp. 
140-150. 

http://www.mepc.org/journal_vol  1 3/0609_Corrigan.asp 
"Power  and  Politics,"  Media  Monitors  Network,  August  6,  2006 
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http://usa.mediamonitors.net/headlines/power_and_politics 

"US  War  Resisters  and  the  Legality  of  the  Iraq  War,"  Media  Monitors  Network, 
February  19,  2007 

http://usa.mediamonitors.net/headlines/us_war_resisters_and_the_legality_of_the 
_iraq_war 

"Why  are  we  fighting  in  Afghanistan?"  Media  Monitors  Network,  November  06, 
2007 

http://world.mediamonitors.net/headlines/why_are_we_fighting_in_afghanistan 

"Safe  Third  Country  Agreement  with  United  States  overturned  by  Federal 
Court  of  Canada,"  Media  Monitors  Network,  December  1 1,  2007 

http://world.mediamonitors.nel/headlines/safe_third_countiy_agreement_with_un^ 
ted_states_overturned_by_federal_court_of_canada 

"Stay  issued  on  Safe  Third  Country  deal's  overturn,"  by  Edward  C.Corrigan, 
Rabble.ca  February  6,  2008 

http://ww.rabblexa/news_mU 
55a0e4b2&rXn=l& 

"The  JNF:  Charitable  tax  Status  for  Racism?"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Outlook 
Magazine,  September/October,  2008 

http://www.ceia-sc.org/page3/pagel  1/pagel  l.html 

Alternate  link  for  article 

"The  JNF:  Charitable  tax  status  for  racism?"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Rabble.ca 
April  9,  2008 

http://www.rabble.ca/everyones_a_critic.shtml?sh_itm=09293a5845f88cdlccffe3e 
6370e7219&rXn=l& 
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"Time  for  a  Political  Solution  in  Afghanistan?,"  By  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Media 
Monitors  Network,  (MMN),  October  1 9,  2008 

http://canada.mediamonitors.net/content/view/full/55938 

"Is  it  anti-Semitic  to  defend  Palestinian  human  rights?"  By:  Edward  C.  Corrigan, 
Dissident  Voice,  1  September,  2009. 

http://dissidentvoice.org/2009/09/is-it-anti-semitic-to-defend-palestinian-human-ri 
ghts/ 

This  article  "Is  it  anti-Semitic  to  defend  Palestinian  human  rights?,"  was 
re-published  by  Occupation  Magazine  in  Israel. 

http://www.kibush.co.il/show_file.asp?num=35483 

This  article  was  submitted  to  The  Canadian  Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat 
Antisemitism  and  will  appear  in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  Outlook  magazine 
published  .by  the  Canadian  Jewish  Outlook  Society.  It  also  has  been  published  in 
The  Canadian  Charger,  Media  Monitors  Network,  The  Dominion  (Canada)  and  a 
number  of  other  ezines. 

A  revised  version  is  being  published  as  a  chapter  of  a  book  to  be  published  by  The 
Canadian  Charger 

responding  to  The  Canadian  Parliamentary  Coalition  to  Combat  Antisemitism. 

Rabble  also  published  an  excerpt  titled,  "Suppressing  dissent  on  campus?,"  by 
Edward  C.  Corrigan 

Rabble.ca,  September  1,  2009.  Here  is  the  link  to  the  short  article. 
http://rabble.ca/news/2009/09/supressing-dissent-campus 

"Canada  should  let  in  U.S.  War  resisters,"  by  Ed  Corrigan,  Montreal  Gazette.com 
(on  line  edition)  October  1 6,  2009. 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/opinion/Canadian+should+resisters/2111580/sto 
ry.html 

Version  also  published  by  The  Hamilton  Spectator. 
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"Canada  as  haven  for  war  resisters:  We  should  not  be  U.S.  'enforcement  agent'  for 
those  who  won't  fight  in  Iraq,"  by  Ed  Corrigan,  The  Hamilton  Spectator,  October 
16,2009. 

http://www.thespec.com/printArticle/654538 

"U.S.  war  resisters  lose  and  win  in  federal  court,"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  The 
Canadian  Charger,  November  11,  2009. 

http://www.thecanadiancharger.com/page.php?id=5&a=2 1 6 

"The  Goldstone  Report  and  the  debate  in  Israel,"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan, 
Dissident  Voice,  December  2,  2009.  It  was  also  republished  by  Occupation 
Magazine  (Israel). 

http://dissidentvoice.org/2009/12/the-goldstone-report-and-the-debate-in-israel/ 
http.V/www.kibush.co.il/show_file.asp?num=37067 

"Is  Anti-Zionism  Anti-Semitic?  Jewish  Critics  Speak,"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan, 
Middle  East  Policy,  Winter  2009,  pp.  1 32-145. 

http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/anti-zionism-anti-semiti 
c?print 

"Einstein  on  Palestine  and  Zionism,"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Dissident  Voice, 
January  9th,  2010 

http://dissidentvoice.org/20 1 0/0 1/einstein-on-palestine-and-zionism/ 

"Harper's  attack  on  democracy  and  the  Arab  and  Muslim  community,"  by  Edward 
C.  Corrigan,  The  Canadian  Charger,  February  10,  2010. 

http://www.thecanadiancharger.com/page.php?id=5&a=324 

"Israel  and  Apartheid:  Is  It  a  Fair  Comparison?,"  by  Edward  C.  Corrigan, 
Dissident  Voice,  March  1,  2010 
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http://dissidentvoice.org/2010/03/israel-and-apartheid-is-it-a-fair-comparison/ 

"Jewish  Critics  of  Zionism  and  of  Israel's  Treatment  of  the  Palestinians,"  By 
Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Dissident  Voice,  April  16,  2010 

http://dissidentvoice.org/2010/04/jewish-critics-of-zionism-and-of-Israels-treatme 
nt-of-the-palestinians/ 

"Israeli  Criticism  of  Zionism  and  the  Treatment  of  Palestinians:  The  Politicians," 
by  Edward  C.Corrigan,  Dissident  Voice,  July  30,  2010 

http://dissidentvoice.org/2010/07/israeli-criticism-of-zionism-and-the-treatment-of 
-palestinians-the-politicians/#more- 1 9867 

"Israeli  Criticism  of  Zionism  and  of  Israel's  Treatment  of  the  Palestinians:  The 
Academics  and  Activists,"  Dissident  Voice,  August  21st,  2010 

http://dissidentvoice.org/2010/08/israeli-criticism-of-zionism-and-of-israels-treat 
ment-of-the-palestinians-the-academics-and-activists/ 

"A  response  to  the  attempt  to  ban  Dr.  Norman  Finkelstein  from  Mohawk  College," 
By  Edward  C.  Corrigan,  Rabble.ca,  February  17,  201 1. 

http://www.rabble.ca/news/2011/02/response-attempt-ban-dr-norman-finkelstein- 
mohawk-college 
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http://www.thecanadiancharger.com/page.php?id=5&a=1182 
January  29,  2012 

A  Book  Review:  "No  Debate:  The  Israel  lobby 
and  free  speech  at  Canadian  universities  (2011) 
by  Jon  Thompson" 

Dr.  Jason  Kunin 

More  by  this  author... 

Academic  conferences  don't  usually  muster  public  attention,  but  in  2009  the  organizers  of  the  blandly 
titled  Israel/Palestine:  Mapping  Models  of  Statehood  and  Paths  to  Peace  found  themselves  at  the  center 
of  a  media  shit  storm  fuelled  by  the  hysterical  rhetoric  of  pro-Israel  community  groups  and  their 
supporters  in  the  media. 

This  reaction  culminated  in  an  unprecedented  move  by  Conservative  Minister  of  State  Gary  Goodyear 
to  threaten  the  funding  of  Social  Sciences  and  Humanities  Research  Council  (SSHRC)  -  an  arms-length 
agency  created  by  an  act  of  parliament  -  if  it  did  not  commit  itself  to  a  review  of  the  funding  it  had 
already  awarded  by  an  independent  peer-review  process. 

The  conference,  which  took  place  June  22-24,  2009,  was  sponsored  by  York  University,  Queen's 
University,  and  SHHRC,  and  was  held  at  York's  Glendon  College.  A  range  of  international  speakers  and 
experts  on  the  Israel-Palestine  conflict,  including  many  visiting  scholars  from  Israel,  took  part. 

The  aim  of  the  conference,  as  stated  in  the  SHHRC  application  and  reaffirmed  continually  by  the 
organizing  committee,  was  "to  juxtapose  the  two  model  for  resolving  the  Israeli/Palestine  conflict  in  a 
rigorous  and  thoughtful  manner..  .The  conference  will  open  avenues  to  explore  whether  the  a  two-state 
solution  or  a  single  constitutional  democracy  in  Israel/Palestine  is  the  most  promising  path  to  future 
peace  and  security  in  the  region." 

At  the  heart  of  the  Mapping  Models  controversy  was  the  conference's  conferring  of  academic 
legitimacy  to  the  examination  of  "one-state"  solutions  to  the  Israel-Palestine  conflict.  Though 
one-state  models  were  championed  by  a  minority  of  early  Zionists,  including  the  philosopher 
Martin  Buber  and  Hebrew  University  founder  Judah  Magnes,  today  any  proposition  that  does 
not  affirm  a  commitment  to  a  "Jewish  state"  is  considered  dangerously  radical  and,  in  some 
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Canada  Calling 


Canadian  Jewish  Organizations 
Charged  With  Stifling  Campus  Debate 

By  John  Dirlik 


A  lecture  by  dissident  Jewish  scholar  Nor- 
man Finkclstein  at  Queen's  University  in 
Kingston,  Ontario  has  sparked  a  storm  of 
protest  and  provoked  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  rescind  the  constitution  of  the  group 
that  sponsored  the  event. 

Jewish  students  charged  that  the  newly 
formed  International  Concern  for  the  Mid- 
dle East  Club  (ICME)  was  guilty  of  misrep- 
resentation because  it  described  itself  as  non- 
partisan, although  its  activities  and  choice  of 
speakers  showed  it  as  clearly  pro-Palestin- 
ian.  "Our  concern  was  that  the  club  was 
masquerading  as  an  organization  that 
represented  a  variety  of  •viewpoints,"  said 
Warren  Bass  from  Hillel,  who  insisted  that 
the  issue  at  stake  was  false  advertising  and 
not  freedom  of  expression.  "No  one  is  trying 
to  prevent  any  student  group  from  putting 
forth  a  Palestinian  perspective,  but  their  con- 
stitution should  reflect  their  bias, "  said  Bass. 
He  argued  that  even  the  name  of  the  club  was 
misleading,  since  "international"  should  by 
definition  also  include  Israel's  position. 

This  argument  was  rejected  by  the  legal 
advisor  to  ICME.  Ed  Corrigan  said  it  is  hot 
unusual  that  groups  with  general-sounding 
names  rave  particular  political  positions,  and 
gave  as  an  example  the  * 'notoriously  pro- 
Israel"  organization  in  Toronto  called  Cana- 
dian Professors  for  Peace  in  the  Middle  East. 
"Hillel  has  never  sponsored  an  event  that 
was  pro-Palestinian,"  added  Corrigan. 


"This  is  an  absurd  demand  and  they  would 
fail  miserably  if  they  applied  that  same  stan- 
dard to  themselves." 

Corrigan  said  that  the  attempt  to  rescind 
ICME's  constitution  by  Hillel  students  was 
made  in  consultation  with  large  organiza- 
tions like  B'nai  B'rith  and  the  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress,  "suggesting  there  is  a  na- 
tional campaign  to  stifle  debate  on  the  Mid- 
dle East  on  Canadian  campuses. " 

An  Offer  to  Debate 

Abdelmounam  Sherik,  chairperson  of 
ICME,  said  the  Jewish  Law  Student  Society 
(JLSS)  at  Queen's  University  was  offered  the 
opportunity  to  provide  a  speaker  represen- 
ting an  Israeli  viewpoint  more  than  three 
months  before  the  proposed  lecture.  Accord- 
ing to  Sherik,  the  JLSS  first  accepted  the  in- 
vitation after  placing  a  number  of  conditions 
"but  then  backed  down  when  they  found  out 
they  would  have  to  debate  Finkelstein." 

Michael  Springer  of  the  JLSS  did  not  deny 
that  his  group  was  invited  to  provide  a 
speaker  for  the  debate,  but  said  they  learned 
of  Finkelstein 's  participation  only  four  days 
before  the  event.:  He  argued  that,  given  the 
"hostile  atmosphere"  created  by  ICME, 
such  a  debate  would  only  have  the  effect  of 
"pitting  one  side  against  the  other." 
Springer  insisted  that  his  group  was  more  in- 
terested in  a  dialogue  "which  allows  for 
meaningful  discussion  and  understanding 

(Adv<nU<mtni) 


towards  peace." 

Norman  Finkelstein  said  he  was  not  sur- 
prised by  the  reluctance  of  the  JLSS  to  debate 
him,  and  in  fact  "sympathized  with  its 
dilemma."  In  his  characteristically  out- 
spoken style,  the  professor  from  Brooklyn 
College  said  the  Jewish  group  "knows  only 
too  well  the  Israeli  case  is  indefensible.  Thus 
the  discretion  JLSS  chose  to  exercise  may  not 
have  been  the  better  part  of  valor,  but  it 
surely  was  the  better  part  of  wisdom." 

The  controversy  at  Queen's  University 
continued  when  Jewish  students  professed 
indignation  at  what  they  called  an  anti- 
•Semitic  statement  Finkelstein  made  during 
the  question  period  that  followed  his  lecture. 
Reacting  to  a  student  in  the  audience  who 
repeatedly  challenged  the  integrity  of  ICME, 
Finkelstein  had  told  her  to  stop  behaving 
"like  a  Gestapo  agent."  The  remark  was 
also  denounced  as  anti-Semitic  by  the  uni  ver- 
sity's  Racism  and  Ethnic  Discrimination 
Committee. 

Finkelstein,  however,  defended  his  com- 
ment as  an  appropriate  response  to  "verbal 
thuggery."  In  a  letter  to  the  campus  news- 
paper he  charged  that  Israel's  apologists 
"have  never  cared  one  whit  about  anti- 
Semitism:  the  one  and  only  concern  that 
animates  them  is  the  HolytState.  And  in 
defense  of  the  Holy  State,  they  routinely 
wield  the  club  of  anti-Semitism  to  batter 
everyone  who  dares  challenge  the  Party  line 
into  silence.  / 


would  be  offended  by  a  comparison  with  the 
Gestapo, '  *  wrote  Finkelsteini 4  'I  would  think 
that,-  for  them,  it  is  like  Lee  Iacocca  being 
told  that  Chrysler  is  using  Tpyota  tactics. '  * 

John  Dirlik,  a  free-lance  writet from  Montreal, 
Quebec,  writes  on  Canadian  and  Middle  East 
affairs.  .  *  v 
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•  Erasing  of  Arab  towns  and  villages  from  the-j 


ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE  PALESTINE  PROBLEM 

The  Encyclopedia  of  theValestine  Problem  is 
a  reference  book.  It  is  essential  for  public  librar- 
ies, university  libraries,  official  libraries,  schol- 
ars and  students.  ;  4 

It  deals  with  historical;  biblical;  religious, 
political,  economic,  and  "legal  aspects  of  "the 
Palestine  problem  and  the  Isracji-Paleslinc 
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conflict.  { 

It  is  composed  of  two  volumes.  Each  volume 
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Thursday,  March  1,  1984 

Mr.  Ed  Corrigan,  l- 
88  Broadway, 
Lambeth,  Ontario 
NOL  ISO 


Dear  Sir: 

We  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  brief  which  our  organization  recently 
sent  to  the  University  Students'  Council  at  Western.    As  you  will 
note,  it  responds  to  some  of  the  criteria  which  had  formed  the 
basis  for  denying  ratification  to  your  group. 

If  you  would  like  additional  information  regarding  our  position, 
I  would  be  pleased  to  provide  it. 

Sincerely, 

'? 

/  f) 

Erika  Abner 
Research  Director 


Friday,  February  24, 
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TO  - 


University  Students'  Council 
University  of  Western  Ontario 


RE  - 


^The  Ratification  of  Campus  Groups 


Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association 
per     A.  Alan  Borovoy 
(General  Counsel) 


The  remarks;  which  follow  are  in  response  to  a  request  from  an  organization  originally 
known  £s  Canadians  For  Peace  in  the  Middle  East.    This  group  complained  that  the 
University  Students'  Council  denied  it  ratification  as  a  recognized  organization  on 
the  University  of  Western  Ontario  Campus.    Upon  receiving. this  complaint,  the 
Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  made  a  number  of  inquiries  which  included  an 
exchange  of  letters  with  Council  President  Alvin  Shidlowsky.    As  a  consequence  of 
these  inquiries,  we  make  the  ensuing  submissions  to  this  Council. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association,  there  were  certain 
regrettable  improprieties  in  the  way  your  predecessor  Council  handled  the  ratification 
application  of  the  organization  in  question.    This  is  not  necessarily  to  disagree  with 
the  decision  to  reject  the  group's  application.    Rather,  it  is  to  question  some  of  the 
reasons  which  were  invoked  in  support  of  that  decision.    Since  we  have  been  unable  to 
investigate  every  allegation  of  fact  which  has  been  made  in  this  matter,  it  has  not 
been  possible  for  us  to  recommend  that  the  group  ultimately  receive  the  ratification 
it  seeks.    Suffice  it  for  us  to  focus  on  the  criteria  which  should  influence  such 
decisions v  ,  ,  .  , 

During  the  course  of  this  controversy,  some  of  the  group's  claims  were  rejected  on 
the  grounds  that  ratification  is  a  privilege  and  not  a  right.    While  there  may  be 
some  truth  in  this,  we  regard  it  nevertheless  as  irrelevant.    We  believe  that  a 
publicly  endowed  body  like  a  university  students'  council  has  a  duty,  moral  at  least, 
to  play  fair  in  dealing  with  its  constituents.    While  such  a  council  must  have  a 
right  to  withhold  ratification,  it  must  not  make  such  decisions  on  an  arbitrary  or 
discriminatory  basis. 

One  of  the  recurring  themes  throughout  this  controversy  focussed  on  the  allegedly  pro 

Palestinian  orientation  of  the  group  in  question.    Note,  for  example,  the  following 

extract  from  the  U.S.C.  minutes  of  its  December  8,  1982  meeting. 

"Initially  CPME  had  specified  that  in  order  to  be  a  member  of  the 
club... a  student  had  to  endorse  the  beliefs  in  the  club's  con- 
stitution.   Nick  (Davies)  read  excerpts  from  the  club's  current 
constitution. . .in  order  to  substantiate  his  assertion  that  the 
club  is  very  'pro  Palestinian'". 


In  a  memorandum  dated  November  26,  1982,  legal  commissioner  Nick  Davies  charged 
that  "the  stated  purpose  of  this  club  has  been  transformed  from  a  club  to  pro- 
mote forums  for  debate  of  the  Middle  East  crisis  to  a  club  to  promote  a  specific 
■solution  for  the  Middle  East  crisis".    And  he  also  pointed  out  that  "membership 
is  predicated  upon  the  prospective  member  accepting  this  political  solution". 
Clubs  Commissioner  Dean  Stone  was  quoted  in  the  December  10, 1982  edition  of 
the  Gazette. 

"MOW  an  organization  can  pretend  to  be  a  forum  when  it  refuses 
to  hear  both  sides  of  an  issue,  is  beyond  me." 

Council  member  Gerald  Cull  i  ton  was  quoted  in  the  London  Free  Press  as  saying, 

"We  are-wt  associating  our  name  with  a  group  with  a  pro  Palestinian  viewpoint". 

And  Janet  Belch,  former  U.S.C.  President  was  cited  in  the  December  16,  1982 

Western  News  as  follows: 

"Ms  Belch  said  the  Canadians  For  Peace -in  the  Middle  East  group 
was  denied  ratification  because  its  name  did  not  accurately 
reflect  the  views  of  its  members." 

The  same  theme  was  repeated  in  a  Gazette  editorial. 

"....Ed  Corrigan's  group  has  an  admitted  bias  toward  the  issue.  . 
No  matter  what  the  bias  -  pro  Arab  or  pro  Israeli,  the  results * 
are  the  same.    By  precluding  other  viewpoints  in  their  'intellectual 
discussion',  they've  completely  negated  the  possibility  of  merging 
minds.    Our  opposition  to  this  new  club  rests  on  these  grounds." 

One  of  the  Underlying  premises  of  these  various  quotes  is  that  there  is  something 
impugnable  about  the  pro  Palestinian  orientation  of  the  group  in  question.  The 
Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  is  unable  to  appreciate  the  relevance, for 
ratification  purposes, of  the  group's  pro  Palestinian  orientation.  Intellectual, 
social,  and  political  plural  isr-i  represents  the  very  life  blood  of  a  university. 
Indeed,  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  itself,  there  are  all  kinds  of 
political  arid  rel igious  organizations  which  enjoy  the  ratification  which  was 
denied  to  the  group  in  question.    Christians  on  Campus,  for  example,  is  an 
organization  which  exists,  inter  alia "to  share  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ"  and 
"to  encourage  fellowship  among  all  the  Christian  students  on  campus".    The  Newman 
Catholic  Community  has  been  established,  in  part,  "to  be  the  Catholic  presence  on 
campus".    There  are  also  student  political  clubs  -  Conservative,  Liberal,  and 
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New  Democratic.    If  ratified  clubs  can  pursue  activities  on  the  basis  c  philosophies 
which  are  pro  Christian,  pro  Catholic,  pro  Conservative,  pro  Liberal,  o    pro  New 
Democratic,  why  should  there  be  a  problem  for  a  cl  ib  which  is  pro  Pales  inian? 

There  was  some  suggestion  that  it  may  be  improper  1  or  such  a  group  to  restrict  its 
membership  to  those  who  believe  in  its  pro  Palestir  an  philosophy,   it's  hard  to 
imagine  why  such  a  restriction  should  be  objectionable.    If  everybody  could  join 
every  organization,  pluralism  would  simply  not  be  possible.    Indeed,  membership 
restrictions  on  the  basis  of  organizational  philosophy  could  be  a  necessary  pro- 
tection for  minority  group  organizations.    How,  for  example,  could  a  socialist 
club  operate  on  a  campus  which  had  a  conservative  majority  if  the  conservatives 
were  permitted,  en  masse,  to  join  the  socialist  club  and  thereby  transform  it? 
A  Jewish  organization  could  be  similarly  imperilled  on  a  campus  that  had  a  Christian 
majority. 

There  was  aj further  suggestion  in  the  above  quotes  that  somehow  the  group  was 
committing  an  act  of  deception.    Its  name  conveyed  the  idea  that  the  group  would 
provide  a  n'eutral  forum  for  exploring  diverse  paths  to  a  Middle  East  solution.  But, 
in  fact,  it  was  said  to  be  essentially  a  front  for  a  pro  Palestinian  solution.  In 
the  real  world,  however,  many  proponents  of  a  point  of  view  try  to  package  it  in 
the  most  saleable  fashion  possible*  Numbers  of  groups  with  competing  Ideologies  have 
tried,  for  example,    to  appropriate  the  word  "peace"  for  themselves.    Who  can 
adequately  monitor  how  well  a  group  fulfills  the  promise  of  such  names?    It  has 
been  argued,  for  example,  that  the  Liberal  Party  is  really  very  conservative  and  that 
the  Progrsssive  Conservative  Party  is  not  really  progressive.    The  argument  has  also 
been  made  that  there  is  nothing  "new"  about  the  New  Democratic  Party;  it  is  really 
the  old  CCF  in  a  new  package.    Would  it  occur  to  anyone  to  withhold  the  ratification 
of  those  clubs  on  the  grounds  that  they  have  chosen  deceptive  names?    (We  do  not 
refer,  of  course,  to  the  conflict  over  names  between  this  group  and  Canadian  Professors 
lor  Peace  in  the  Middle  East.    This  issue  did  not  appear  to  have  influenced  the  USC 
decision.) 
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Not  only  through  the  name  it  chose  but  also  through  the  representations  of  its  leaders 
and  the  very  terms  of  its  constitution,  the  group  was  alleged  to  be  perpetrating  the 


deception  that  it  aimed  to  provide  a  neutral  forum  for  exploring  ways  to  resolve 
the  Middle  East  conflict.    At  the  same  time,  however,  it  was  noted  that  :he  group's 
constitution  also  called  for  the  establishment  of  an  independent  Palestiiian 
state  and  the  effective  recognition  of  the  PLO.    Since  the  constitution  ind 
representatives  of  the  group  were  quite  open  about  their  pro  Palestinian  view- 
point, there  is  no  question  about  any  deliberate  deception.    But,  as  some  members 
of  the  USC  argued,  the  group  might  nevertheless  be  vulnerable  tc  the  allegation 
that  it  was  pursuing  incompatible  objectives.    It  could  not  poss  bly  be  neutral 
and  pro  Palestinian. 

v 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association,  even  this  argument  should 
not  suffice  to  deny  ratification.    There  are  many  organizations  in  the  world  which 
claim  to  be  seeking  a  Middle  East  peace  within  a  certain  established  framework.  Some 
say,  for  example,  that  they  wish  to  explore  various  approaches  to  peace  on  the  basis 
of  theJCamp  David  accords.    Others  say  their  examination  will  be  based  upon  just  and 
secure  'borders  for  the  State  of  Israel.    For  such  groups,  a  proposal  to  rescind 
Camp  David  or  dissolve  the  State  of  Israel  would  be  beyond  the  pale.    By  the  same 
token,  a  proposal  that  there  not  be  a  Palestinian  state  or  that  the  PLO  not  be 
recognized  would  be  beyond  the  pale  for  the  group  in  question.    In  short,  why  would 
it  be  impermissible  for  such  organizations  to  be  flexible  about  some  issues  and 
rigid  about  others?   Such  groups  might  arguably  be  accused  of  intellectual  incon- 
sistency or  even  po  itical  bankruptcy.    But  these  are  reasons  for  students  to 
criticize  such  groups  or  refuse  to  join  them,    They  are  not  adequate  reasons  for  a 
council  to  deny  ratification. 

The  minutes  of  the  ratification  meeting  also  contain  an  allegation  of  anti  Semitism. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  document  discloses  no  details  of  this  allegation.  In 
any  event,  there  appears  to  be  no  suggestion  that  the  alleged  anti  Semitism  reached 
the  level  of  illegality.    Moreover,  there  is  no  indication  as  to  how  any  such 
conduct  of  any  individuals  could  be  attributed  to  the  entire  group.    On  the  basis  of 
what  was  reported  in  the  minutes,  therefore,  this  allegation  could  not  provide. aa 
acceptable  basis  for  the  denial  of  the  recognition  wfv  eh  the.  group  sought. 
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In  the  October  8,  1982  issue  of  the  Gazette,  Alvin  Shidlowsky  was  quoted  as  follows: 
"If  this  group  were  to  start  to  form  an  opinion,  then  by  endorsing  it,  the  USC 
takes  that  point  of  view  as  well".    This  simply  could  not  be  a  valid  characterization 
of  the  relationship  between  a  student  council  and  a  recognized  club.    Would  anyone 
suggest,  for  example,  that  the  opposition  of  the  New  Democratic  Party  to  cruise 
missile  testing  thereby  implicates  the  University  Student  Council  in  that  policy? 
Since  the  Liberal  Club  is  also  recognized,  to  what  extent  might  its  possible 
support  of  cruise  missile  testing  be  simultaneously  imputed  to  the  USC?    The  same 
issue  of  the  Gazette  quotes  Mr.  Shidlowsky  as  saying  "I  don't  think  the  way  to 
peace  is  trying  to  isolate  one  part  of  the  issue,  or  to  spark  more  controversy". 
Mr.  Shidlowsky,  of-  course,  is  entitled  both  to  have  and  to  express  such  a  point 
of  view  on  the  merits  of  the  Middle  East  conflict.    But  such  views  cannot  justify 
a  refusal  to  ratify  a  club  which  may  have  an  opposing  point  of  view.    It  is  not 
the  function  of  the  student  council  to  evaluate  in  this  way  the  ideologies  or 
political  opinions  of  groups  which  seek  ratification.    That  decision  is  for  the 
individual  students  to  make  at  the  point  of  deciding  which,  if  any,  groups  they 
will j join. 

The  record  also  contains  many  references  to  the  personal  behaviour  of  one  of  the 
group's  leading  figures.    The  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  is  in  no  position 
to  assess  the  validity  of  such  allegations.    We  submit,  however,  that,  in  the  main, 
they  are  irrelevant  to  the  matter  at  issue.    In  general,  personally  offensive 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  a  group's  spokesman  is  no  basis  to  deny  the  group  itself 
the  ratification  it  seeks.    One  of  the  possible  exceptions  to  this,  of  course,  is 
the  case  where  the  impugned  conduct  of  an  individual  may  be  relevant  to  the 
rel  iability  of  .the  grOuO  to  fulfill  whatever  responsibilities  it  necessarily  assumes 
upon  ratification.    In  this  regard,  we  note  the  allegations  which  have  been  made 
that  one  of  the  group's  leaders  somehow  abused  the  USC 's  accounting  privileges. 
While  such  an  allegation  could  be  a  relevant  factor  for  ratification  purposes,  it 
should  have  to  pass  a  test  of  independent  scrutiny.    The  heated  nature  of  the 
controversy  which  has  already  raged  over  this  matter  deprives  the  key  participants 
of  the  requisite  appearance  of  objectivity.    The  same  considerations  apply  to 
some  of  the  other  allegations  concerning  breaches  of  USC  rules.    In  any  event, 


however,  the  impugning  of  one  leader  might  well  not  suffice  to  impugn  the  enti  e 
group.  If  other  people  were  available  whose  behaviour  were  not  at  issue,  there 
might  still  be  an  obligation  to  ratify  the  club  itself. 

The  'Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  does  not  often  become  involved  in  campus 
issues.    Our  involvement  in  this  one  could  hardly  be  attributed  to  the  significance 
of  the  benefits  which  might  flow  from  ratification.    Rather,  our  concern  is  addressed 
entirely  to  the  issue  of  student  attitudes.    Campus  life  has  often  provided  leadership 
to  ttie  community  at  large.    If  heresy  and  dissent  do  not  find  a  hospitable  climate 
at  the  university,  they  may  well  be  undermined  elsewhere.    The  viability  of  our 
democracy  requires  the  keenest  respect  for  diversity  and  difference.    Thus,  we 
address  this  Council,  not  to  bicker  over  the  technicalities  of  ratification,  but  to 
raise  issues  bearing  on  the  very  status  of  democratic  dissent. 

We  should  also  advise  this  Council  that,  in  no  sense,  is  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties 
Association  acting  a,>  counsel  or  advocate  for  the  group  in  question.    As  an  organization 
we  are  ififio  way  identified  with  this  group's  principles,  policies,  or  practices.  Our 
leadership  and  membership  include  a  wide  range  of  political  beliefs  and  opinions. 
What  unites  us  on  occasions  such  as  this  is  a  commitment  to  foster  fair  ground  rules 

of  democratic  dissent. 

It  remains  to  request  that  the  University  Students'  Council  adopt  as  an  operating 
guideline  the  principle  that,  by  themselves,  political  ideology,  membership 

on  that  ideology,  and/or  personally  offensive  behaviour  will  not 
sofas  to  render  any  group  or  club  ineligible  for  ratification. 


JO 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


CANADA'S  NATIONAL  NEWSPAPER 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  4,  1984 


Student  group  fights  denial 


By  RUDY  PLATIEL 

A  student  group  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Western  Ontario  says  it 
was  refused  status  as  a  univer- 
sity club  because  of  pro-Palesti- 
nian views  and  is  continuing  to 
keep  the  issue  alive  because  it 
involves  freedom  of  speech. 

Stewart  Shackleton,  a  law 
student  at  the  university  in  Lon- 
don, Ont.,  said  in  a  telephone 
interview  that  when  the  group  — 
at  that  time  calling  itself  the 
Canadians  for  Peace  in  the  Mid- 
dle East  —  was  refused  status  in 
December,  1982,  it  was  the  first 
time  any  group  had  been  refused 
by  the  University  Student  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Shackleton  said  he  was  not 
a. member  at  tbe  time. 

Complaints  about  the  refusal 
were  lodged  with  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  and 
the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties 
Association. 

Mr.  Shackleton  said  that  two 
months  ago  a  report  from  the 
Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Associa- 
tion criticized  the  handling  of  the 
application  by  the  70-member 
council. 

That  report  by  Alan  Borovoy, 
general  counsel  of  the  associa- 
tion, has  still  not  been  carried  by 
the  university's  student  newspa- 
per sue  weeks  after  its  arrival  on 
campus,  Mr.  Shackleton  said. 


The  report  sent  to  the  student 
council  says  "there  were  certain 
regrettable  improprieties  in  the 
way  your  predecessor  council 
handled  the  ratification  applica- 
tion." 

The  report  said  the  association 
found  "one  of  the  recurring 
themes  throughout  this  contro- 
versy focused  on  the  allegedly 
pro-Palestinian  orientation  of  the 
group." 

It  went  on  to  say  that  "one  of 
the  underlying  premises"  of 
statements  made  by  council 
members  and  subsequently  in 
letters  to  the  student  newspaper 
"is  that  there  is  something  im- 
pugnable about  a  pro-Palestinian 
orientation." 

The  report  said  the  association 
was  unable  to  appreciate  why  the 
group's  orientation  should  be  a 
factor  in  ratification. 

Craig  Smith,  president  of  the 
student  council,  says  that  al- 
though he  was  not  at  the  meeting 
In  which  the  group  was  refused 
status,  the  council  does  not  dis- 
criminate on  the  basis  of  views 
but  considers  whether  the  club 
lives  up  to  standards  of  conduct. 

A  letter  sent  by  a  former  presi- 
dent of  the  council  to  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  said 
that  the  group  was  not  refused 
"because  of  political  affiliation 
and  ethnocity  but  rather  due  to 


their  abuse  of  this  organization 
.  .  .  mainly  in  the  way  of  ha- 
ranguing members  of  the  univer- 
sity executive,"  and  otlier  abuses 
that  the  letter  said  indicated  the 
group  was  not  deserving  of  club 
status. 

But  Mr.  Shackleton  charged 
that  those  reason  were  now 
being  offered  as  a  pretext  for  the 
refusal.  He  said  those  reasons 
were  never  given  at  the  time  of 
the  refusal  or  subsequently  when 
he  approached  council  members 
to  find  out  why  the  group  was 
being  refused. 

Mr.  Shackleton  said  the  Issue 
revolves  around  the  actions  of  a 
former  member  in  signing  for  a 
room  and  using  the  name  of  an- 
other group,  which  he  was  subse- 
quently found  to  be  entitled  to 
use. 

Mr.  Shackleton  said  that  the 
group  has  had  to  change  its  name 
several  times  after  lawsuits  were 
launched  by  persons  who  said  the 
names  infringed  on  names  of 
their  organizations. 

Michael  Carroll,  professor  of 
sociology  at  the  university,  said: 
"If  you  look  at  the  letters  and 
editorials  in  the  Gazette  (a  stu- 
dent newspaper)  at  the  time,  I 
don't  think  there  Is  any  question 
buKthat  the  group's  pro-Palesti- 
nian stand  was  a  major  issue"  at 
the  time  of  the  refusal. 


CANADA'S  NATIONAL  NEWSPAPER 
Proprietor  — -The  Globe  and  Mall  Division  of  Canadian  Newspapers  Company  Limited 
.....  *'  444  Front  St.  W.,  Toronto  M5V  2S9         Telephone  685-5000 
The  Globe  Wnded' 1844      The  Mall  founded  1872 
R.  HOWARD  WEBSTER,  Honorary  Chairman 
.  A.  ROY  MEGARRY,  Publisher 
■    .  NORMAN  WEBSTER.  Editor-ln-chlef 

GEOFFREY  STEVENS.  Managing  Editor         IAN  CARMAN.  Executive  Editor 
RICHARD  J.  DOYLE.  Editor  Emeritus 
,.  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  18, 1984  . 


Sheltered  students 


At  the  risk  of  plunging  the 
students  of  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario  into  yet  anoth- 
er emotion-laden  trauma,,  it 
must  be  said  that  the  efforts  of 
the  student  council  to  shelter 
them  from  the  upsetting  effects 
of  campus  controversy  are 
appalling. 

In  effect,  the  council  confers 
or  withholds  the  right  to  free 
expression  of  opinion  within  its 
domain* -It  denies. of  grants 


rise  to  them.  While  it  is  unnec- 
essary to  burn  the  university  to 
the  ground  to  make  a  point 
about  the  cruise  missile,  any 
campus  worthy  of  the  name 
ought  to  seethe  with  dissent, 
controversy  and  unconventioo- 
al  ideas  that  disturb  the  com- 
munity around  it.  (The  current 
idea  of  the  UWO.  being  one  of 
the  few  exceptions.) 
-  The  point  has  not  been  lost  .on 
faculty  members.  Law  profes- 
.kor.Hobeit  Martin  regards  die 


treatment  of  the  pro-Palesti- 


sm^-^a^university  club  to™ 
applicmattJups  as  it  sees  fit .tr-^1^  - 

^S^^^f^i%\^^M7^^^  rfefusat  to  permit  de-  . 
tolgSHMg!^  «gf  ^f^^^Me'  M  M  important  ,  issue  : 
^^^nS^l^^  "  "simply  because  Jt  is  contro- 

bear  the  official  stamp  ofcoun-  P*>PIe-  •  •         is  appalling. 


cil  approval. 

There  are  two  aspects  of  the 
situation  that  invite  the  tearing 
of  hajr  and  the  gnashing  of 
teeth.  One  is  the  easy  assump- 
tion of  dictatorial  power 
doubtless  in  the  name  of  order, 
though  they  harbor  strange 
J  ears  of  controversy  and  of 
"traumatic  and  emotional", 
issues  on  campus  —  by  young 
-people  who  were  presumably 
raised  to  respect  democratic 


At  least  as  disturbing  as  the 
actions  themselves  is  the  stu- 
dent frame  of 


What  is  a  university  doing  when 
the  students  are  saying  we 
must  not  discuss  certain  issues 
because  they  are  controver- 
sial." 

Alan  Borovoy,  of  the  Cana- 
dian Civil  Liberties  Associa- 
tion, has  similar  misgivings. 
"If  heresy  and  dissent  do  not 
find  a  hospitable  climate  at  the 
university,  they  may  well  be 
undermined  elsewhere,"  he 
said.  "The  viability  of  our 
democracy  requires  the  keen- 
est respect  for  diversity  and 
difference."  ..  V  ~* 

Would  the  student  body  care 
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improprieties' 


* J^SSfl?  Coundl  at  the  Un'verslty  of  Western  Ontario 
"regrettable  Improprieties"  when  it  rejected  a 
campus  group's  application  for  club  status  In  1M2  Oil 
Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  has  declared  ' 
.  In  a  six-page  report  on  the  controversy,  the  foliation 
St^lT  ?My?1      reasons  offered  by  affcfitSSS 
f?r  "J^ngthe  application  by  a uSSmw^ 
Canadians  /or  Peace  in  the  Middle  East  for offiSS  SciV 
nition  as  a  Western  club.  wiuciai  recog- 

The  club  has  since  changed  its  name  to  CAn*<\{*nc 
Peace  Now  and  still  doesn't  have  official  SSSS^ 

JoriSTariMM e  ft*?!"** speakcrs  10  «58aft«5 

^BdT^fetS!a#,  Pr°b,,0ms  in  ^Middle  East. 
S  i?  i1,bcrtles  report  was  released  in  February  but 

Now  e«™J¥hrl.?n  Camp"s  on,y  *^r  Canadians  for  Peace 
c. '  th^  &ab  of  London  and  Western  rift 

mmmm 


UWO  student  council's  policy  on  campus  clubs 

The  Investigator  will  write  a  report  that  will  help  the 
commission  determine  whether  the  case  h\h  under  he 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  said  the  official.  Only  then 
££L%!  SommJfsl^  ,know  if  it  can  act  on  the  case.  The" 
*828?!  5  r£P0f?>f  ex^  by  the  end  of  the  month 

to  tafiSSPS tP^S?  Con5eU  sald  he  does  not  Plfin 
to  intervene.  "It  really  is  the  student  council's  concern.  It 

recogni2e/'SP°a       y  *  determine  what  clubs  they 

&S^^B  p"°°mlnMg  stu,dent  coimc11  President,  said 

?n!  ir«ilPHace  Now  ?as  not  approached  council 
.since  Its  application  was  rejected. 

"Until  they  come  back  to  council,  I  don't  know  what 

SS^vtn?*1!  !8ke*  0bvio^iy  they  have  a  beef  wkh  us  but 
they  haven't  given  us  any  direction  on  what  they  want  us  to 

KB  WicSon116  rea8°nS  ^W?cffS£. 

«,'5liSiasso?!at!on  Urgf%. the  student  council  to  adopt  fair 
guidelines  for  recognizing  campus  organizations  P 

fr^i  T.B°?v??\^e  associatlon'  general  counsel,  said 
from  Toronto  that  his  organization  hasn't  the  authority  to 


force  the  student  council  to  change  Its  policies.  .  \ 
We  asked  that  the  student  councU  nut  it  on  their  agen-  ' 

h^ZSFhfJJ^u*???*^  and  get  ^ack  10  «•  But  we  ' 
naven  t  heard  what  has  happened  at  all  " 

One  of  the  Issues  raised  was  whether  Canadians  for 
Peace  In  the  Middle  East  was  pro-Palestinian.  Student  ; 
council  members  at  the  time  said  the  group  could  not 
provide  a  forum  on  Middle  East  problems  because  it  re- 
fused to  hear  both  sides. 

But  the  association  said  It  can't  understand  why  the 
group  should  be  denied  ratification*  because  of  its  "pro-  " 
Palestinian  orientation.  Intellectual,  social  and  political 
diversity  represent  the  very  llfeblood  of  a  university  'l 

The  association  argued  that  many  other  campus  politi- 
cal and  religious  groups  have  been  recognized  as  cam-  -: 
organizations,  "if  ratified  clubs  can  pursue  activities' W' 

rflethnt,S.0f  *h,Ws°Phl«»  wnich  are  pro^Christian,  P£ 
Catholic  pro-Conservative, pro-Liberalor pro-New Demo- 

™  L°  1 1  ^  ^h0o  ?  there  a  Problem  for  a  club  which  is  - 
pro-Palestinian?" 

At  least  one  council  member  also  took  the  position  that  , 

SiJ?£CePUrg  ^  ff°J!p'  tne  coundI  wouJd     8haring  its  - 
points  of  view,  sa  d  the  association.  But  it  said  this  is  not  m 
the  way  the  relationship  between  a  atudent  council  and  a 
recognized  campus  club  works. 

tC KilSS?8  f,UgSestl  for  example,  that  opposition  of 
the  New  Democratic  Party  to  cruise  missile  testing  there- 
poiicyr  university  atudent  council  in  that  - 
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group 
called  worrisome 


By  RUDY  PLATIEL 

A  University  of  Western  Ontario 
law  professor  says  reaction  to  a 
pro-Palestinian  student  group 
seems  to  reflect  a  worrisome  trend 
at  Canadian  universities  to  avoid 
controversial  issues  in  the  one  set- 
ting  where  debate  and  inquiry 
should  be  taking  place. 

Professor  Robert  Martin,  who 
teaches  constitutional  law,  says  the 


Thats  appalling.  What  is  a 
university  doing  when  the  students 
are  saying  we  must  not  discuss 
certain  issues  because  they  are 
controversial?"  Prof.  Martin  said. 

He  said  that,  since  then,  the  stu- 
dent council  has  instituted  a  pro- 
gram-called  "poster  pollution"  in 
whjch  posters  or  literature  to  be 
placed  on  public  notice  boards 
around  the  university  must  be 


pro-Palestinian  group's  case  seems  $ffmP^  and  ap^x>ved  by  thTcoun! 

to  .potato*  "a  systematic  refusal  to  ««.          has  not  announced  anv 

permit  debate"  on  an  important  <^eriaforapptttv«L 

world  Issue  "simply  because  it  is  He  said  that  the  notice  boards  are 

controversial  and  may  upset  some  checked  and  any  posters  that  do  not 

people.-  have  a  sump  are  torn  down. 

His  concern  is  also  reflected  in  a  "That  is  the  most  classic  basic 


report  by  the  Canadian  Civil  Liber- 
ties Association,  which  examined 
the  treatment  of  the  group  by  the 
university  student  council. 

The  student  group,  which  after 
several  name  changes  now  calls 
itself  Canadians  for  Peace  Now. 
was  refused  status  as  a  university 
club  by  the  student  council  in  De- 
cember, 1382.  . 

and  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties 
Association  and  has  kept  the  issue 
alive  by  issuing  leaflets  and  wri 
letters  to  the  student  » 
condemning  its  treatment. 

In  February  of  this  year,  Alan 
Borovoy  of  the  civil  liberties  associ- 
ation issued  a  six-page  report  that 
criticizes  the  student  council's 
handling  of  the  issue,  saying  that 


pure  form  of.  censorship  imaeav 
able.  Again,  that  attitude P«55E 
tice  seems  to  me  to  be  fundamen- 
tally contradictory  of  what  a  uni- 
versity is  supposed  to  be."  Mr. 
Martin  said. 

Stewart  Shackleton,  a  law  stu- 
dent who  now  heads  the  pro-Palesti- 
nian club,  said  there  also  seemed  to 
be  a  deliberate  attempt  by  the  stu- 
dent newspaper,  the  Gazette,  to 

said  the  paper  was  following  the 
law  of  the  student  council,  which 
controls  it  :  — 

The  report  was  Issued  in  Febru- 
ary,  but  the  Gazette  published  a 
story  five  weeks  later,  after  a  story 
in  The  Globe  and  Mail  and  a  day 
after  the  group  published  an  adver- 
tisement about  the  report  in  the 
university  administration's  publica- 


statements  .  by  council  members  tio°.  The  Western  News,  which  also 
suggest  it  was  the  group's  pro-Pa-  <m  not  carry  any  news  report. 

lestinian  stand  that  led  council        '  '   ~ 

members  to  reject  the  application. 

In  his  report,  Mr.  Borovoy  says 
that  the  association  was  hot  acting 
as  an  advocate  for  the  group  or 
endorsing  its  principles  but,  rather, 
"our  concern  is  addressed  entirely 
to  the  issue  of  student  attitudes.** 

He  says  that  campus  life  often 
has  provided  leadership  to  the 


Editors  at  the  Gazette  denied  Mr. 
Shackleton's  suggestion  that  there 
was  a  deliberate  attempt  to  sup- 
press the  story. 

"I  can  understand  how  he  got 
that  impression,  but  it's  not  the 
case,"  Ken  Maver,  managing  edi- 
tor of  the  Gazette,  said  in  an  inter- 
view, "But  I  agree  we  should  have 
come  out  with  the  story," 
Justin  Smallbridge,  editor  of  the 


.  community. at  large  and  his  report      •«*>•«'  auwuunuge,  editor  of  the 
is  not  an  attempt  to  "bicker  over  Gazette,  said  a  reporter  had  been 
the  technicalities  of  ratification"  assigned  to  write  a  story  two  weeks 
but  to  deal  with  the  issue  of  demo-  earlier  but  was  unable  to  do  so  and 
.  cratic  dissent  the  story  had  to  be  reassigned. 

"If  heresy  and  dissent  do  not  find  „„M.r '  s,"aHbridge.  who  said  the 
a  hospitable  climate  at  the  univer-  SHS      ts  editorial  deci- 

sity.  they  may  well  be  undermined  22?  11™  .°?gtl "  rece'ves  money 
elsewhere.  The  viability  of  our  ,H  6tud_ent  council,  accused 
democracy  ,  requires  the  keenest  S^^JL^Sf  *• 
respect  for  diversity  and  differ-  J*^1  approach  to  the  council 
ence?'  he  says |  his  report.    '  g  suggested  it  wasn't  bi- 

That  view  is  share?  by  Prof.  3&  *  P^Palest^ 

Martin,  who  said  in  an  interview  in  his  reoon  Mr  Rnrmm., 
that  he  was  concerned  by  (l»NA^&&<Si: 
ments  that  the  group  shouldn^beTrof&^dub  fS  bSS  & 
granted  club  status  because  ifayas  •  fMtw^  not  an  £uT«?S  ac! 
taking  a  controversial  posltion^hd-  Stance  of  othe7«rouM  *>u-h  Z 
bringing  "traumatic  and  ern$»S3an . liberal  of  cSLr^S 
al"  issues  on  campus.       .  ^^^  dubsTcampuT  orC(^mtJves 
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THE  LONDON  FREE  PRESS,  Tuesday,  February  5,1985 


UWO  P  alestine  body  ne  ar  recogn  it  ion 


By  Peter  Gelgen-Mlller 

of  The  Free  Press  • 

A  2%  year  battle  for  official  rec- 
ognition is  coming  to  an  end  for  a 
UWO  student  organization  called 
Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Mid- 
dle East. 

Within  the  next  few  days,  the 
group  expects  to  be  granted  status 
as  an  official  campus  organization 
by  the  University.  Students'  Coun- 
cil* In  the  meantime,  council  is  issu- 
ing a  statement  of  "sincere  regret", 
to  the  Palestinian  communities  at 
Western  and  in  London  because  of 
the  denial  of  official  recognition  to 
the  student  group  in  1982, 

The  statement  of  regret  is  part  of 
an  agreement  between  the  stu- 
dents' council  and  the  student  orga- 
nization following  mediation  by  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion. The  commission  eriteredthe 
case  more  than  a  year  ago  following 
a  complaint  from  Canadians  Con- 
cerned for  the  Middle  East  and  the 
Palestinian  Association  of  London. 

Stewart  Shackleton,  president  of 
Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Mid- 
dle East,  said  Monday  he  is  satis- 
fied with  the  settlement  and  glad 


the  long  fight  for  recognition  is 
over; 

"We  are  further  satisfied  that  the 
students'  council  has  met  our  re- 
quest for  a  clear  statement  of  race 
relations  at  the  university,"  he  said 
in  a  written  release.  "While  we  feel 
that  the  statement  of  regret  could 
have  been  a  somewhat  stronger  dis- 
approval of  the  actions  of  the  1982 
students'  council,  we  nevertheless 
accept  it  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  wrong  suffered  ,  by  the  London 
and  university  Palestinian 
communities." 

Because  of  the  controversy  over 
the  denial  of  official  status  to 
Shackleton's  group,  council  has 
changed  its  policy  for  giving  official 
recognition  to  campus  clubs.  Both 
.  ShacMeton  and  students'  council 
president  Craig  Smith  agreed  Mon- 
day the  new  policy  should  eliminate 
discrimination  against  groups  in 
the  future.  ' 

Previously,  the  entire  students' 
council  was  responsible  for  grant- 
ing recognition  to  organizations. 
Now  this  task  Is  handled  by  a  spe- 
cial review  committee  and  recogni- 
tion is  virtually  automatic  as  long 
as  ah  organization's  constitution 
does  not  violate  any  laws.  ' 


Shackleton  said  the  new  policy 
eliminates  the  possibility  of  "politi- 
cal bias"  by  council  members. 

In  its  statement,  which  is  to  be 
published  this  week  in  The  Free 
Press  and  the  UWO  student  news- 
paper, council  said  it  "does  not  en- 
gage in  any  form  of  discrimination 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Ontario 
and  Canada." 


The  issue  blew  up  in  December, 
1982,  when  council  changed  its  poli- 
cy ohrecognizing  campus  organiza- 
tions. Under  the  new,  tougher  poli- 
cy, Shackleton's  group  was  denied 
recognition  when  it  came  before  the 
council  on  Dec.  8,  1982. 

Council  members  expressed  con- 
cern over  the  group's  "pro-Pales- 
tinian viewpoint." 


THE  GLOBE  AND  MAIL,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5. 1 


UWO  council  'regrets '  rebuff 


The  students'  council  at  the  Univer- 
sity, of  Western  Ontario  is  to  publish 
"an  expression  of  regret"  today  for  its 
refusal  to  grant  university^club  status 
two  years  ago .  to  a  pro*PaIestinian 
group  on  campus,  the  Canadians  for 
Peace  Now. 

'  The  council's  refusal  in  a  noisy.  De- 
cember, 1982,  meeting  marked  the  first 
time  a  group  on  campus  had  been  re- 
fused club  status. 

The  group  charged  at  the  time  that 
the  action  was  discriminatory,  noting 
that  its  pro-Palestinian  stand  was  criti- 
cized by  council  members  and  that  it 
was  accused  of  bringing  "traumatic 
and  emotional"  issues  on  the  campus. 


The  council's  action  also  brought  a 
reaction  from  the  Canadian  Civil  Liber- 
ties Association  and  Robert  Martin,  a 
constitutional  law  professor  at  the 
London,  Ont.,  university. 

Both  the  association  and  Prof.  Mar- 
tin expressed  concern  that  the  council's 
refusal  was  based  on  the  group's  unpop- 
ular views,  and  they  said  this  was  con- 
trary to  democratic  principles. 

The  statement  of  regret  and  changes 
in  the  council's  bylaws  concerning  club 
status  follow  a  meeting  late  last  year 
between  representatives  of  the  council 
and  the  group.  The  meeting  was  medi- 
ated by  an  official  of  the  Ontario  Hu- 
man Rights  Commission. 
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THE  PALESTINIAN  QUESTION  AT  THE 
UNIVERSITY:  THE  CASE  OF  WESTERN 
ONTARIO 

Edward  C.  Co  trig  an 


Mr.  Corrlgan-  is  a  graduate  student  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  in 
London,  Ont.,  Canada.  He  was  the  founding  president  of  Canadians  for  Peace  in 
the  Middle  East  (now  known  as  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East)  at  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario. 


In  the  wake  of  Israel's  invasion  of 
Lebanon  and  the  Sabra  and  Shatila 
massacres,  controversies  erupted  at 
many  North  American  universities 
over  events  in  the  Middle  East.  What  tran- 
spired a^  one  Canadian  university  provides 
an  interesting  case  study  of  the  politics 
often  associated  with  discussing  Mideast 
issues  in  the  West  and  gives  some  insights 
into  the  attitude  many  North  Americans 
have  toward  the  Palestinians.' 

On  December  9,  1982,  the  University 
Students'  Council  (USC)  at  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario  (UWO)  by  a  vote  of 
34-10  refused  an  application  from  a  student 
group  called  Canadians  for  Peace  in  the 
Middle  East  (CPME)  for  official  club 
status.*  For  many,  this  was  the  culmination 
of  a  campaign  to  prevent  the  establishment 


'The  author  would  like  to  thank  members  of  Cana- 
dians Concerned  for  the  Middle  East.  The  Palestine- 
Israel  Committee,  the  UWO  Arab  Students  Associa- 
tion and  the  London  Ontario  Canadian  Arab  Society 
who  reviewed  this  paper  and  made  many  valuable 
suggestions.  The  author,  however,  bears  full  respon- 
sibility for  the  views  expressed  and  for  any  errors. 

!"CPME  Loses  Ratification  Bid,"  Gazette  (UWO), 
Dec.  10.  1982. 


of  a  functioning  pro-Palestinian  student  or- 
ganization at  the  university,  but  for  a  small 
group  of  students  it  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  long  campaign  to  reverse  a  decision 
that  they  viewed  as  an  act  of  discrimination 
and  an  infringement  on  basic  freedoms.3 

From  October  1982  through  March  1985 
a  full-scale  political  war  raged  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Western  Ontario  in  the  pages  of 
the  campus  press  and  among  those  in  the 
student  government  and  the  administration, 
and  in  fact  well  beyond.  Local  press  clip- 
pings dealing  with  this  issue  number  in  the 
hundreds,  and  eventually  the  dispute  re- 
ceived national  attention.  During  this  time 
substantial  personnel  changes  occurred  in 
the  various  student  organizations,  but  there 
was  also  a  fairly  large  degree  of  continuity 
with  respect  to  all  participating  groups. 


3The  club's  constitution  would  have  to  be  described 
as  fairly  moderate.  It  explicitly  recognized  ,,all  states 
in  the  Middle  East"  and  called  for  the  establishment  of 
an  independent  state  for  the  Palestinians.  It  recognized 
the  representative  of  the  Palestinians  "as  accepted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations."  It  also 
"condemned  all  forms  of  racism,  including  anti-Se- 
mitism and  apartheid." 
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Arab  representatives 
meet  with  President 

Representatives  from  the  Canadian  Arab  Federation  met  recently 
«Jth  University  President  George  Pedersen  to  discuss  concerns 
about  attitudes  toward  the  Arab  community  on  campus 

5a,fieh'  President  of  the  Canadian  Arab  Federation,  and 
a  member  of  the  London  Arab  community,  discussed 
some  of  their  concerns  as  a  result  of  a  recent  controversy  over  a 
poster  advertising  a  Palestine  Liberation  Organization  speaker. 

Kafieh  told  Western  News  that  the  Federation  was  "extremely 
concerned  about  what  we  believe  is  a  strong  anti-Arab  bias  on  cam- 
pus and  a  "double  standard"  used  in  applying  policies  toward  one 
ethnic  group  over  another. 

He  said  the  situation  is  not  unique  to  Western  and  is  prevalent  on 
other  campuses,  but  "it  is  particularly  bad  at  Western." 

Kafieh  said  that  several  proposals  were  made  to  the  President  for 
improving  the  situation. 

''We  appreciated  his  candor  and  found  him  to  be  very  sensitive 
and  caring  about  our  concerns,"  the  CAP  President  said. 

Kaf  en  said  the  Federation  was  prepared  to  give  the  UWO  Presi- 
deJelo^ments'      SS      problem"  and  would    monitoring  future 

When  contacted  by  Western  News,  Pedersen  confirmed  that  he 

£ut         he  Arab  group  t0  discuss  their  concerns. 

The  UWO  President  said  that  he  is  interested  in  looking  at  any  sug- 
J? l°r  ^P^g  relations  with  ethnic  groups  and  defusing 
some  of  the  emotionalism  which  often  accompanies  debates  on  sen- 
sitive topics  such  as  the  Middle  East.  However,  the  President  noted 

SSLSS  fP  i  ^te  [S,  "entirdy  appropriate"  for  a  university 
community  as-long  as  it  is  done  in  a  context  which  does  not  promote 
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Western  accused 
of  rights  violations 


by  GEMMA  ZECCHINI 

Formal  human  rights  com- 
plaints have  been  filed  with  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  against  Western  by 
members  of  a  pro-Arab  student 
group  on  campus. 

Stewart  Shackleton,  former 
president  of  the  Canadians 
Concerned  for  the  Middle  East, 
met  with  officials  of  the  commis- 
sion on  Monday  to  present  the 
club's  charges  against  university 
President  George  Pedersen  and 
Wesley  Rayncr.  dean  of  law. 

The  CCME  presented,  the 
commission  with  a  chronology  of 
grievances  dating  back  to  1975. 
This  marks  the  second  time  in 
four  years  the  club  has.  appealed 
to  OHRC  to  settle  campus  dis- 
putes-on  its  behalf. 

In  1985  OHRC  upheld  a 
CCME  claim  against  the 
University  Students'  Council 
which  had  refused  to  ratify  the 
club  because  of  its  "extremist  pro- 
Arab  positions." 

The  most  recent  complaint 
stems  from  a  September  incident 
when  reservations  personnel  at 
the  university  tried  to  stop  a 
Canadian  Arab  Western  student 
from  holding  a  press  conference 
on  campus. 

Nadia  Shousher  told  reserva- 
tions officer  Ken  Mathers  she 
was  going  to  brief  the  media  on 
her  recent  trip  to  Israel  and 
Jordan,  but  said -she  was  told  to 
go  elsewhere  because  the  'uni- 
versity does  not  want  to  get 
involved  in  Middle  East  issues 
and  we  don't  want  any  riots  on 
campus.' 

"They  didn't  want  me  to  have 
a  press  conference.  They  didn't, 
want  me  to  talk  about  what  I 
saw  in  Israel."  Shousher  said. 
"They  were  afraid  that  my  expe- 
riences would  be  associated  with 
he  views  of  the  UWO  adminis-' 


Shousher  said  after  Mathers 
checked  with  his  superiors,  he 
told  her  she  could  have  the  press 
conference  but  was  told  to  'keep 
it  down.'  and  he  asked  to  attend. 

Shousher  decided  to  take  her 
complaint  to  the  OHRC  because 
Pedersen  had,  not  responded  to  a 
letter  she  wrote  seven  weeks  ago 
describing  the  episode. 

Shakleton  said  he  is  not 
suprised  the  university  has  failed 
to  address  Shousher's  complaint. 

"It's  not  the  first  time  the 
UWO  has  attempted  to  deny  pro- 
Arab  or  pro-Palestinian  students 
a  forum  to  express  their  views.** 

In  March  the  CCME  came 
under  attack  because  of  a  poster 
they  displayed  on  campus  bul- 
letin boards  advertising  an 
upcoming  speech  by  Palestinian 
Liberation  Organization  repre- 
sentative Abdul  Abdullah.  The 
poster  showed  Israeli  guards 
dressed  up  like  Nazis  herding 
Palestinians  at  gun  point. 

When  a  group  of  Jewish  stu- 
dents at  the  law  school  complained 
to  Rayncr  and  Pedersen  the  poster 
was  ordered  removed-  Pedersen 
issued  a  stem  rebuke  to  the  CCME 
and  called  the  poster  "obscene." 

However,  when  a  group.of 
students  broke  up  Abdullah's 
speech  in  March  by  shouting 
obscenities  in  the  audience.- the 
university  administration  refused 
to  publicly  condemn  the  incident 
after  CCME  had  asked  Pedersen 
to  do  so. 

The  group  accused  the  univer- 
sty  of  interfering  with  their  free- 
dom of  expression  and  of  dis- 
crimination. 

Meanwhile.  Pedersen  is  set- 
ting up  a  16  member  task  force  to 
investigate  race  relatons  at 
Western.  He  hopes  CCME  will 
use  the  task  force  as  a  forum  to 
voice  their  grievances,  but  club 
members  say  they  are  not  opti- 
mistic considering  the  adminis- 
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Human  Rights  Commission  Charges 
University  with  Anti-Arab  Bias 


By  John  Dirlik 


In  what  has  been  hailed  as  an  important 
precedent,  Arab  students  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Western  Ontario  (UWO)  recently 
celebrated  a  victory  for  freedom  to  debate 
Middle  East  issues.  Their  lengthy  battle 
against  university  intimidation  and  coer- 
cive tactics  began  in  1987  when  they  filed 
complaints  against  UWO  wifh  the  prov- 
ince's Human  Rights  Commission.  Last 
month,  the  university  finally  agreed  to 
apologize  publicly  for  its  "differential 
treatment"  of  Arab  students,  and  to  pay 
$2,000  as  compensation  to  each  of  the  four 
complainants. 

Conceding  that  UWO  had  not  lived  up 
to  the  "ideals  associated  with  freedom  of 
speech,"  university  President  George 
Pedersen  apologized  for  "any  hurt  caused 
to  the  students  and  other  members  of  the 
Arab/Palestinian  community."  In  a  letter 
the  school  published  in  the  London  Free 
Press  and  in  the  two  campus  newspapers, 
Pedersen  also  promised  that  a  comprehen- 
sive race  relations  policy  would  be  im- 
plemented to  ensure  a  "quicker  identifica- 
tion and  resolution  of  racial  conflicts." 

The  dispute  began  in  the  spring  of  1987, 
when  Jewish  groups  complained  that  a 
poster  advertising  a  lecture  by  a  PLO  rep- 
resentative was  "provocative,  misleading 
and  offensive."  The  poster  included  a 
prize-winning  drawing  of  Palestinian 
children  being  rounded  up  by  Israeli 
soldiers  dressed  as  Nazis,  and  was  inspired 
by  the  famous  photograph  of  a  young 
Jewish  boy  surrounded  by  German  soldiers 
in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto. 

The  dean  of  the  UWO  law  faculty  or- 
dered the  poster  removed.  University 
President  George  Pedersen  also  repri- 
manded the  sponsoring  group,  charging  the 
cartoon  "satirized"  the  Holocaust,  and 
that  the  text  accompanying  it  which  com- 
pared Zionism  to  apartheid  had  "no  place 
on  any  Canadian  university  campus." 

The  second  incident  that  provoked  a 
complaint  from  Arab  groups  involved  the 
university's  reservations  office,  which 
hesitated  for  several  days  before  allowing 
a  Lebanese  student  to  book  a  room  for  a 
public  event.  Officials  first  inquired  if  the 
student  making  the  reservation  was  an 
Arab,  and  then  warned  her  that  the  univer- 
sity did  not  want  "any  riots  on  campus." 


The  third  complaint  centered  on  the 
university's  lack  of  response  to  a  string  of 
blatandy  racist  cartoons  about  Arabs  in  the 
student  newspaper,  as  well  as  the  univer- 
sity's refusal  to  denounce  publicly  groups 
of  Jewish  students  who  were  habitually 
disrupting  Arab-sponsored  lectures. 

One  of  the  Arab  complainants,  James 
Kafieh,  expressed  a  degree  of  satisfaction 
with  the  university's  belated  apology.  "It's 
edifying  that  institutions,  big  or  small,  can 
be  held  accountable  for  their  actions,"  said 
Kafieh.  But  he  remained  cynical  about  the 
university's  intentions,  citing  the  seven- 
year  span  between  the  initial  complaints 
and  the  final  agreement. 

The  university  "did  not  act  in  good 
faith,"  Kafieh  said.  He  credited  the  vic- 
tory to  the  tenacity  of  the  students.  They 
had  long  since  graduated,  but  they  per- 
sisted in  their  struggle.,, 

"The  initial  strategy  (of  UWO]  was  to  run 
the  students  into  the  ground,"  he  said. 
"They  were  trying  to  use  their  power  as  a 
major  institution  in  the  hope  that  over  time 
the  complainants  would  just  disappear." 

Despite  the  absence  of  goodwill,  the 
UWO  decision  was  welcomed  by  Edward 
Corrigan,  an  attorney  who  has  represented 

This  controversial  drawing  won  the  grand  prize  at  the 


Arab  groups  facing  similar  controversies 
on  other  campuses.  "It's  a  very  important 
precedent,"  said  Corrigan.  "To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  this  is  the  first  time  that 
the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 
has  intervened  against  a  major  institution 
for  discrimination  against  Arabs."  Cor- 
rigan said  the  decision  sends  "a  clear 
message  that  differential  treatment  of 
Arabs  is  contrary  to  the  law." 

Not  Everyone  Pleased 

Not  everyone,  however,  was  pleased  with 
the  settlement.  B'nai  B'rith  of  Canada  ex- 
pressed "dismay"  that  an  agreement  was 
reached  with  Arab  students  who  had  "triv- 
ialized the  memory  of  the  Holocaust"  by 
portraying  Israeli  soldiers  as  Nazis.  The 
Coalition  of  Western  Jewish  Students  also 
protested  and  asked  if  the  university  was  say- 
ing that  "it's  now  okay  to  use  that  poster." 

Responding  to  those  queries,  the  UWO 
president  defended  the  decision  to  apol- 
ogize, while  being  careful  to  avoid  igniting 
another  controversy.  In  an  interview  with  - 
the  Canadian  Jewish  News,  Pedersen 
stressed  that  he  still  had  "strong  personal 
feelings  about  those  posters,  but  that  is  not 
what  is  at  issue  here." 

Dismissing  objections  of  the  Jewish 
groups  to  the  lecture  notice,  Kafieh  cited 
ongoing  atrocities  against  Palestinians, 
such  as  the  recent  Hebron  massacre.  "I 
would  in  fact  argue  that  diis  poster  is  as 
appropriate  and  applicable  today  as  it  was 
then,"  Kafieh  said. 

John  Dirlik,  a  free-lance  writer  from  Quebec, 
writes  on  Canadian  and  Middle  East  affairs. 
1985  International  Salon  of  Cartoons  competition. 
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EXHIBIT  "A" 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  ARAB/PALESTINIAN  COMMUNITY 
OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  WESTERN  ONTARIO  AND  THE  CITY  OF  LONDON 


Issues  of  freedom  of  speech  and  expression  are  sensitive  and  complex,  particularly  in  an 
University  community,  where  ideals  and  values  amongst  its  members  may  be  at  variance. 
Nevertheless,  the  University  has  a  unique  and  important  obligation  to  uphold  the  principles  of  a 
vigorous  and  free  exchange  of  views  and  ideas.  A  better  understanding  should  emerge  from  that 
process,  so  that  we  are  able  to  ensure  all  members  of  the  University  community  reach  their  full 
potential.  In  addition,  the  University  recognizes  its  obligation  to  provide  access  to  services  and 
facilities  to  all  members  of  the  University  community,  without  regard  to  racial  or  ethnic 
considerations. 

Unfortunately,  there  have  been  situations  where  there  has  been  differential  treatment  in  the 
provision  of  these  services  and  facilities  to  students  of  Arab  and  Palestinian  origin  and  those  who 
associate  with  them.  In  these  situations,  the  ideals  associated  with  freedom  of  speech  have  also  not 
been  achieved.  In  particular,  I  note  the  differential  treatment  accorded  by  the  University  to  Arab 
and  Palestinian  students  with  respect  to  the  incidents  which  occurred  in  connection  with  the 
appearance  of  a  guest  speaker  sponsored  by  the  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East  (CCME) 
in  1987.  On  behalf  of  the  University,  I  offer  my  personal  apology  for  the  treatment  of  and  any 
hurt  caused  to  the  students  and  other  members  of  the  Arab/Palestinian  community.  I  also  apologize 
for  the  delay  in  responding  to  their  legitimate  concerns. 

However,  I  believe  that  as  a  result  of  all  these  incidents,  The  University  of  Western  Ontario 
has  engaged  in  a  process  that  will  produce  a  quicker  identification  and  resolution  of  racial  incidents. 
The  University  has  responded  to  these  issues  with  initiatives  such  as  the  development  of  a  Race 
Relations  Policy,  the  establishment  of  a  full-time  Race  Relations  Officer,  whose  mandate  includes 
raising  the  sensitivity  and  awareness  of  the  entire  University  community,  and  the  creation  of  an 
Advisory  Committee  on  Race  Relations.  In  conjunction  with  Huron  College  and  the  London 
Arab/Palestinian  community,  we  are  engaged  in  the  process  of  establishing  an  academic  program  in 
Middle  Eastern  Studies.  In  my  opinion,  these  initiatives  are  due  to  the  efforts  of  many  people 
committed  to  recognizing  the  dignity  and  worth  of  all  members  of  the  world's  community  --  but, 
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certainly,  a  significant  and  important  factor  has  been  the  direct  efforts  and  contributions  of  the 
Arab/Palestinian  community.    The  University  looks  forward  to  strengthening  this  relationship. 

Sincerely  yours, 


K.  George  Pedersen 
President  and  Vice-Chancel  lor 


EXHIBIT  "B" 


Ms.  Maysoun  Abusitta 
46  Queen  Anne  Circle 
London*  Ontario 
N6A  4B7 

Dear  Ms.  Abusitta, 

I  am  writing -to  you  in  connection  with  the  proposed  terms  and  conditions  of  settlement  submitted 
by  your  agent,  Mr.  Stewart  Shackleton,  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission,  dated  May  18,  1992. 

'ltie  University  recognizes  its  obligation  to  provide  access  to  services  and  facilities  to  all 
members  of  the  University  community  without  regard  to  racial  and  ethnic  considerations. 
Unfortunately,  there  have  been  situations  where  there  has  been  differential  treatment  in  the  provision 
of  these  services  and  facilities  to  students  of  Arab  and  Palestinian  origan  and  those  who  associate  with 
them. 

I  believe  that  as  a  result  of  all  these  incidents,  our  institution  has  engaged  in  a  process  that  will 
produce  a  quicker  identification  and  resolution  of  racial  incidents.  As  you  know,  the  University  has 
responded  to  these  issues  by  such  initiatives  as  the  development  of  a  Race  Relations  Policy,  the 
establishment  of  a  full-time  Race  Relations  Officer,  whose  mandate  includes  raising  the  sensitivity  and 
awareness  of  the  entire  University  community,  and  the  creation  of  an  Advisory  Committee  on  Race 
Relations. 

I  recognize  that  issues  of  freedom  of  speech  and  expression  are  sensitive  and  complex, 
particularly  in  an  University  community,  where  ideals  and  values  amongst  its  members  may  be  at 
variance.  Nevertheless,  the  University  has  a  unique  and  important  obligation  to  uphold  the  values 
of  a  vigorous  and  free  exchange  of  views  and  ideas.  Hopefully,  from  that  process  will  emerge  a 
better  understanding  amongst  all  peoples,  so  that  we  are  able  to  ensure  all  members  of  the 
University  community  reach  their  full  potential.  With  respect  to  the  matters  that  pertain  to  this 
complaint  I  realize  that  this  ideal  was  not  achieved. 


I  note  with  particular  regret  the  differential  treatment  accorded  by  the  University  to  Arab 
and  Palestinian  students  with  respect  to  the  incident  at  the  Faculty  of  Law  in  1987-  and  in  statements 
made  specifically  to  you  arising  out  of  that  incident.  I  apologize  for  such  treatment  and  for  the 
University's  delay  in  responding  to  your  legitimate  concerns. 

Sincerely  yours, 


K.  George  Pedersen 
President  and  Vice-Chancellor 


EXHIBIT  "C 


Ms.  Nadia  Shousher 
52  Foxmill  Crescent 
London,  Ontario 
N6A  2B4 

Dear  Ms.  Shousher, 

I  am  writing  to  you  in  connection  with  the  proposed  terms  and  conditions  of  settlement  submitted 
by  your  agent,  Mr.  Stewart  Shackleton,  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission,  dated  May  18,  1992. 

The  University  recognizes  its  obligation  to  provide  access  to  services  and  facilities  to  all 
members  of  the  University  community  without  regard  to  racial  and  ethnic  considerations. 
Unfortunately,  there  have  been  situations  where  there  has  been  differential  treatment  in  the  provision 
of  these  services  and  facilities  to  students  of  Arab  and  Palestinian  origin  and  those  who  associate  with 
them. 

I  believe  that  as  a  result  of  all  these  incidents,  our  institution  has  engaged  in  a  process  that  will 
produce  a  quicker  identification  and  resolution  of  racial  incidents.  As  you  know,  the  University  has 
responded  to  these  issues  by  such  initiatives  as  the  development  of  a  Race  Relations  Policy,  the 
establishment  of  a  full-time  Race  Relations  Officer,  whose  mandate  includes  raising  the  sensitivity  and 
awareness  of  the  entire  University  community,  and  the  creation  of  an  Advisory  Committee  on  Race 
Relations. 

I  recognize  that  issues  of  freedom  of  speech  and  expression  are  sensitive  and  complex, 
particularly  in  an  University  community,  where  ideals  and  values  amongst  its  members  may  be  at 
variance.  Nevertheless,  the  University  has  a  unique  and  important  obligation  to  uphold  the  values 
of  a  vigorous  and  free  exchange  of  views  and  ideas.  Hopefully,  from  that  process  will  emerge  a 
better  understanding  amongst  all  peoples,  so  that  we  are  able  to  ensure  all  members  of  the 
University  community  reach  their  full  potential.  With  respect  to  the  matters  that  pertain  to  this 
complaint  I  realize  that  this  ideal  was  not  achieved. 


I  note  with  particular  regret  the  differential  treatment  accorded  by  the  University  to  you  as 
an  Arab/Palestinian  student  with  respect  to  your  attempt  to  reserve  a  room  through  the  Reservations 
Office  for  a  meeting  in  September,  1987.  I  apologize  for  such  treatment  and  for  the  University's 
delay  in  responding  to  your  legitimate  concerns. 

Sincerely  yours, 


K.  George  Pedersen 

Pres  ident  and  Vice-Chancel  lor 


Rosemary  Brown 

Chief  Commissioner 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 

400  University  Avenue 

Toronto,  ON  M7A  2R9 

LETTER  OF  ASSURANCE  TO  THE  OHRC 

Dear  Ms.  Brown, 

I  am  writing  to  you  in  connection  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  settlement  submitted  to  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  dated   (Complaints  #20-801F,  804F,  243F,  684F). 

The  Corporate  Respondent  acknowledges  there  has  been  differential  treatment  in  the  provision  of 
services  and  facilities  to  students  of  Arab/Palestinian  origin  and  those  who  associate  with  them.  In 
particular,  the  Corporate  Respondents)  note  differential  treatment  accorded  to  Arab/Palestinian  students 
with  respect  to  incidents  which  occurred  in  connection  with  the  appearance  of  a  guest  speaker  sponsored 
by  the  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East  (CCME)  in  1987. 

The  Corporate  Respondent  has  developed  a  Race  Relations  Policy  (1990)  and  has  established  a  full-time 
Race  Relations  Officer  for  the  University  community  (1991).  At  the  same  time,  the  Corporate 
Respondent  acknowledges  the  importance  of  continually  monitoring  the  effectiveness  of  services 
provided  under  these  initiatives  by  ensuring  that  any  activities  or  inquiries  from  all  members  of  the 
University  community  are  dealt  with  in  a  timely  manner. 

The  Corporate  Respondent  also  acknowledges  that  the  Arab  students  have  alleged  that  they  have  not 
received  the  equal  benefit  of  UWO  policy  1.5. 

. .  .a 
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The  Corporate  Respondent  recognizes  that  it  is  important  that  all  students  at  The  University  of  Western 
Ontario  benefit  fully  and  equitably  from  UWO  policies  and  it  undertakes  to  ensure  that  such  policies 
including  the  UWO  Race  Relations  Policy  are  applied  in  the  future  without  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  the  race,  religion  or  ethnic  origin  of  the  students  concerned. 

In  particular,  the  Corporate  Respondent  recognizes  that  it  is  important  that  it  not  hesitate  to  respond  to 
complaints  from  the  Arab  student  community  in  a  timely  manner  and  to  express  its  concern  with  respect 
to  incidents  of  publication  or  broadcast  on  campus  of  racist  stereotyping  directed  against 
Arab/Palestinian  students,  nor  will  the  University  tolerate  disruptions  in  violation  of  University  policy 
1.5  which  are  directed  against  Arab  students'  on-campus  activities. 

Sincerely, 


cc:  H.  Sahadeo 


K.G.  Pedersen 

President  &  Vice-Chancel  lor 


THIS  AGREEMENT  ENTERED  INTO  THIS  _    OF  DECEMBER,  1993 

BETWEEN: 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  WESTERN  ONTARIO 
(Hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Corporate  Respondent") 

-AND- 

DR.  K.  GEORGE  PEDERSEN 

-AND- 

Mr.  WESLEY  RAYNER 
(Hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Personal  Respondents") 


-AND- 

MS.  MAYSOUN  ABUSITTA  ET  AL 
(Hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Complainants") 

WHEREAS,  the  Complainants  filed  complaints  with  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  on  December  9,  1987,  complaints  #20-801F,  804F,  243S,  684F,  alleging 
that  they  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Corporate 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Human  Rights  Code; 


THEREFORE,  the  parties  agree  to  settle  this  matter  as  follows: 


1.  The  Corporate  Respondent  has  written  an  open  letter  to  the  Arab/Palestinian 
Community  of  The  University  of  Western  Ontario  and  the  City  of  London 
(Exhibit  "A")  which  will  be  published  within  7-10  days  of  the  acceptance  of  this 


Agreement  by  the  Complainant  in  the  Gazette,  The  Western  News  and  the 
London  Free  Press,  offering  a  statement  of  apology  for  the  treatment  and  hurt 
caused  to  the  students  and  other  members  of  the  Arab/Palestinian  Community  and 
the  lengthy  delay  in  responding  to  legitimate  concerns  represented  by  this 
complaint. 

The  Corporate  Respondent  has  written  individual  letters  of  apology  to  Ms. 
Abusitta  and  Ms.  Shousher  as  well  as  a  letter  of  assurance  to  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  (Exhibits  MBM  and  *C",  MDW)  affirming  the  commitment  and 
responsibility  of  the  University  to  provide  access  to  services  and  facilities  to  all 
members  of  the  University  community  -without  regard  to  racial  and  ethnic 
considerations. 

* 

Trie  Corporate  Respondent  acknowledges  there  has  been  differential  treatment  in 
the  provision  of  services  and  facilities  to  students  of  Arab/Palestinian  origin  and 
those  who  associate  with  them.  In  particular,  the  Corporate  Respondent(s)  note 
differential  treatment  accorded  to  Arab/Palestinian  students  with  respect  to 
incidents  which  occurred  in  connection  with  the  appearance  of  a  guest  speaker 
sponsored  by  the  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East  (CCME)  in  1987. 

The  Corporate  Respondent  has  developed  a  Race  Relations  Policy  (1990)  and  has 
established  a  full-time  Race  Relations  Officer  for  the  University  community 
(1991).  At  the  same  time,  the  Corporate  Respondent  acknowledges  the 
importance  of  continually  monitoring  the  effectiveness  of  services  provided  under 
these  initiatives  by  ensuring  that  any  activities  or  inquiries  from  all  members  of 
the  University  community  are  dealt  with  in  a  timely  manner. 


5.  The  Corporate  Respondent  agrees  to  pay  each  Complainant  the  sum  of  $2,000 
representing  payment  for  mental  anguish.  A  certified  cheque  will  be  held  in 
escrow  by  the  Commission  and  will  be  given  to  the  Complainants  or  their 
representative  upon  approval  of  this  Agreement  and  execution  of  release. 

6.  The  Corporate  Respondent  has  posted  on  its  premises  Code  cards  supplied  by  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission. 

7.  The  Complainants  agree  that  this  settlement  is  in  fall,  final  and  complete 
settlement  of  all  claims  existing  up  to  the  date  hereof,  arising  out  of  or  in  any 
way  relating  to  the  matters  giving  rise  to  the  complaints  referred  to  above  against 
the  Respondents). 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF  THIS  AGREEMENT  HAS  BEEN  EXECUTED  BY  THE 
PARTIES. 


PARTIES  WITNESS  DATE 


J8 


Israeli  Zionism  is  like  South  African  Apartheid  for  administrative  detention,  torture.  coHective 

Palestinian  Arabs  who  have  been  dispossessed  punishment  and  unexplained  disappearances 

of  their  lands,  their  homes,  their  freedoms  and  into  the  night.  Their  oppressors  have  been 

their  r«gW5  to  an  identity  within  Palestine.  They  condemned  by  the  United  Nations  and  by 

live  subject  to  arbitrary  arrest,  routine  Amnesty  International. 


Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East 

is  honoured  to  present 

A.  Abdullah 

representative  lo  Canada  ot  the 

Palestine  Liberation  Organization 

speaking  on: 

Palestinian  Resistance  to  the 
!i  Occupation 


Tuesday.  March  1  7 
Law  Faculty  Room  36 
3:30  p.m. 

FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  WELCOME 


Background  of  Complaints 


The  Settlement  Agreement  relates  to  the  following  instances  of  differential  treatment  of  Arab  students  at  U.W.O.: 

I.Mavsoun  Abusitla  and  Ken  Fanni  v  Rayner.  Pedersen  and  U.W.O. 

1.  In  March  of  1987,  a  U.W.O.  Palestinian  solidarity  committee  on  campus,  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle 
East  (CCME),  hosted  the  PLO  representative  to  Canada,  Mr.  Abdullah  Abdullah,  as  a  guest  lecturer  at  the 
Faculty  of  Law.  The  lecture  topic  was  "Palestinian  Resistance  to  Israeli  Occupation.  " 

2.  A  lecture  notice  announcing  the  event  was  posted  on  university  notice  boards,  which  are  normally  available  to 
student  clubs  for  the  purpose  of  making  announcements  of  student  events. 

3.  Following  complaints  from  some  members  of  the  University  Jewish  community,  and  suggestions  that  there  could 
be  violence  if  the  lecture  notices  were  not  removed,  the  Dean  of  the  Law  Faculty  (then  Mr.  Wesley  Rayner), 
who  felt  that  the  lecture  notice  was  "unnecessarily  provocative,  misleading  and  offensive"  decided  that  parts  of 
the  lecture  notices  should  be  removed. 

4.  The  U.W.O.  President,  Dr.  George  Pedersen,  who  also  received  complaints  about  the  lecture  notice,  took 
immediate  disciplinary  action  against  CCME  president,  Ms.  Maysoun  Abusitta,  a  . Canadian  student  of  Palestinian 
origin.  Dr.  Pedersen  reprimanded  Ms.  Abusitta  in  a  personal  telephone  call  and  in  a  letter  addressed  to  her  in 
which  he  claimed  that  the  lecture  notice  was  "obscene"  and  had  "no  place  on  any  Canadian  university  campus 
and  most  assuredly  not  this  one. "  Dr.  Pedersen.  also  demanded  in  his  letter  that  Ms.  Abusitta  apologize  to  the 
university  community  for  her  actions. 

5.  The  Dean  of  the  Law  Faculty  and  the  U.W.O.  President  both  took  exception  to  a  drawing  and  caption 
contained  on  the  lecture  notice.  The  drawing,  inspired  by  the  famous  photograph  of  a  young  Jewish  boy 
surrounded  by  German  soldiers  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  pictured  a  Palestinian  child  surrounded  by  Israeli  soldiers. 
The  U.W.O.  President  claimed  the  poster  "satirized"  the  Holocaust 

6.  The  drawing  was  accompanied  by  the  following  caption: 

"Israeli  Zionism  is  like  South  African  Apartheid  for  Palestinian  Arabs  who  have  been  dispossessed 
of  their  lands,  their  homes,  their  rights  to  an  identity  within  Palestine.  They  live  subject  to 
arbitrary  detention,  torture,  collective  punishment,  and  unexplained  disappearances  into  the  night. 
Their  oppressors  have  been  condemned  by  the  United  Nations  and  Amnesty  International.  " 

1.         Dr.  Pedersen,  in  justifying  his  intervention  against  the  students,  described  this  caption  as  "highly  inflammatory." 

8.  In  fact,  the  poster  illustration  was  an  editorial  drawing  by  Portuguese  editorial  cartoonist,  Antonio  Antunes 
Moreira.  It  had  been  chosen  by  five  Canadian  judges  from  over  900  entries,  representing  more  than  60 
countries,  to  win  the  Grand  Prize  at  Montreal's  29th  annual  Salon  of  Cartoons  in  1985. 

9.  After  correspondence  and  meetings  with  both  Dr.  Pedersen  and  Dean  Rayner  failed  to  produce  any  satisfactory 
result,  Ms.  Abusitta  and  another  executive  member  of  the  CCME,  Mr.  Kenn  Fanni,  filed  complaints  before  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  in  January  of  1988. 


In  their  submissions  before  the  OHRC,  the  Complainants  pointed  out  that: 


a)  Reference  to  the  Holocaust  has  become  a  universal  anti-war  theme  found  in  numerous  editorial 
drawings  and  art  works  and  that  far  from  "satirizing"  the  Holocaust,  such  works  reaffirm  its  significance. 
No  one  has  ever  suggested  that  the  use  of  such  a  theme  in  other  contexts,  to  protest  the  Vietnam  war 
or  the  ethnic  violence  in  Bosnia,  for  example,  "satirize"  the  Holocaust. 

b)  Numerous  Jewish  and  Israeli  intellectuals  including  Albert  Einstein,  Professor  Richard  Arens,  and 
Yeshaayahu  Leibowitz  have  not  hesitated  to  accuse  the  Israeli  government  of  Nazi-like  behaviour  in 
connection  with  its  treatment  of  Palestinian  populations.  The  accusation  of  apartheid  in  Israel  is  likewise 
nothing  new  or  inappropriate,  and  has  been  formulated  by  Desmond  Tutu  and  Israeli  professor  Uri 
Davies,  for  example. 

c)  Jewish  students  at  U.W.O.  itself  have  compared  Arab  states  to  Nazi  Germany  in  literature  distributed 
on  campus.  Literature  containing  graphics,  which  paired  the  crescent  symbol  of  Islam  with  the  Nazi 
swastika,  for  example,  did  not  result  in  any  sanctions  by  the  university  administration. 

d)  "Provocative  and  inflammatory"  posters  and  lecture  notices  by  other  student  organizations,  for 
example,  an  anti-apartheid  lecture  notice  or  posters  protesting  a  U.W.O.  appearance  by  Henry 
Kissinger  claiming  that  Kissinger  was  a  war  criminal,  had  been  posted  on  campus  the  same  week  as  the 
CCME  lecture  notice  and  yet  resulted  in  no  interference  or  comment  by  the  university  administration. 

i)  The  criteria  "offensive  to  the  Jewish  community"  or  "offensive  to  the  university  community"  are,  in 
the  absence  of  any  wrongdoing  or  illegality,  insufficient  as  a  basis  for  administrative  action  or 
,  disciplinary  measures  against  students  of  Palestinian  ethnic  origin.  The  pro-Israel  discourse  of  certain 
Jewish  student  activities,  posters  and  lectures  hosted  by  the  Jewish  student  organization  JSU-Hillel,  has 
often  contained  much  that  is  not  only  offensive  to  the  Arab  and  Palestinian  communities,  but  in  certain 
instances,  involves  racist  assertion  and  stereotype  directed  against  Arabs  in  general  and  Palestinians  in 
particular. 

)         The  decisions  by  Dean  Rayner  and  Dr.  Pedersen  are  discriminatory  because: 

1)  the  students  involved  were  disciplined  on  grounds  and  for  reasons  that  apply  to  no 
other  students  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario; 

2)  the  disciplinary  measures  taken  by  the  university  administraiton  (the  personal  verbal 
reprimand  by  telephone  and  public  statements  to  the  press)  far  exceeded  standard 
disciplinary  norms  even  in  cases  where  there  is  actual  misconduct; 

3)  by  denying  students  access  to  public  notice  boards  and  subjecting  them  to  reprimand 
and  public  censure,  the  university  administration  implied  that  Arab  and  Palestinian 
students  are  required  to  observe  limits  and  standards  that  are  not  required  of  other 
students. 

4)  the  administration's  actions  reduced  Palestinian  and  Arab  students'  enjoyment  of  the 
full  benefits  of  a  university  environment  of  free  inquiry,  and  denied  them  the 
protection  that  should  result  from  the  university's  commitment  to  academic  freedom 
for  everyone. 


•  (f 

3. 

II.      Nadia  Shousher  v  U.W.Q. 

11.  In  the  fell  of  1987,  the  personnel  of  U.W.O.'s  Reservations  Office  hesitated  for  several  days  to  allow  Nadia 
Shousher,  a  Canadian  student  of  Lebanese  origin  to  reserve  a  room  for  a  public  event. 

12.  After  questioning  Ms.  Shousher  about  her  ethnic  origins,  the  personnel  expressed  their  fears  of  repercussions 
were  she  to  use  the  room  as  a  forum  to  criticize  Israeli  policies.  Specifically,  the  student  was  told  the  university 
administration  did  not  want  "any  riots  on  campus." 

13.  Although  Arab  student  activities  had  often  in  the  past  resulted  in  disruptive  hooliganism  organized  by  other 
students,  usually  intent  on  preventing  the  activities  from  taking  place,  Arab  students  themselves  have  never 
organized  a  protest  or  any  other  form  of  disruption  of  any  on-campus  event. 

14.  No  administrative  action  has  ever  been  taken  against  the  students  who  had  been  involved  in  the  organized 
disruption  of  Arab  student  events. 

IH,  Tames  Kafieh  v  U.W.Q. 

15.  Following  the  difficulties  Arab  students  experienced  in  1987,  the  President  of  the  Canadian  Arab  Federation, 
then  Mr.  James  Kafieh,  met  with  the  university  President  to  express  his  concerns  about  the  situation  on  campus. 
In  addition  to  the  cases  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Kafieh  expressed  concern  about  the  university's  failure  to 
respond  to  Arab  student  complaints  relating  to  the  publication  of  racist,  anti-Arab  caricature  over  a  ten-year 
period  in  the  student  newspaper,  The  Gazette,  and  its  refusal  to  respond  to  complaints  relating  to  a  number 
of  organized  disruptions  of  Arab  student  events.  In  correspondence  with  those  who  complained,  the  university 
President  himself  qualified  the  disruptions  as  "hooliganism",  but  claimed  not  to  be  able  to  act  or  even  issue  a 
public  comment  of  disapproval. 

16.  The  U.W.O.  President  asked  Arab  students  and  the  London  Arab  community  to  make  the  details  of  their 
grievances  known  to  his  own  specially  appointed  Ad  hoc  Committee  on  Race  Relations,  and  instructed  the 
Committee  to  give  "serious  thought"  to  the  specific  difficulties  raised  by  Arab  students. 

17.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  conduct  hearings  and  distributed  a  questionnaire,  which  did  not  include  mention 
of  "Arab,"  "Palestinian,"  or  "Muslim"  in  its  lists  of  ethnic  and  religious  groups  that  might  have  been  able  to 
report  instances  of  racist  attitudes  and  differential  treatment  at  U.W.O.   The  Committee  heard  documented 
presentations  from  the  Complainants  and  from  the  London  Palestinian  and  Arab  communities. 

18.  In  June  of  1989,  that  Committee  issued  a  Report  made  public  which  identified  the  problem  as  "a  perception" 
of  "unequal  access"  to  "certain  university  facilities  and  services"  but  recommended  only  "further  inquiry"  into 
this  problem. 

19.  In  spite  of  repeated  requests  from  members  of  the  Arab  community,  from  the  complainants  and  from  Mr.  Jim 
Kafieh,  the  U.W.O.  President  refused  to  act  on  the  recommendation  of  further  inquiry  and  would  not  even 
answer  letters  requesting  information  on  what  the  University  intended  to  do  in  response  to  die 
recommendation.    All  other  Committee  recommendations  were  acted  upon  without  delay. 

20.  A  second  Race  Relations  Committee  instructed  not  to  inquire  into  Arab  Student  grievances  recommended  in 
1992  that  the  U.W.O.  President  improve  relations  with  the  Palestinian  community  and  suggested  speakers  and 
"pro-active"  outreach  to  the  local  Arab  community.  The  U.W.O.  President  refused  to  discuss  follow-up  to 
these  recommendations. 


Comment 


What  the  Complainants  sought  most  of  all  to  achieve  by  their  complaints  is  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  University 
administraiton  that  fear  of  a  negative  reaction  by  certain  parts  of  the  university  or  local  Jewish  communities  to  the  ou- 
campus  activities  of  U.W.O.'s  Arab  and  Palestinian  students  ought  not  to  be  a  valid  determinant  or  a  relevant  factor 
in  its  decisions  to  intervene  against  such  activities  or  to  discipline  the  students  involved. 

21.  The  Complainants  are  satisfied  that  the  Settlement  reached  with  the  university  administration  provides  both 
adequate  redress  for  the  Complainants,  and  necessary  assurances  that  U.W.O.  Arab  and  Palestinian  students 
will  enjoy  the  full  and  equal  benefit  of  the  university  environment  in  the  future. 

22.  In  particular,  the  Complainants  are  satisfied  that  the  U.W.O.  administraiton  now  recognizes  that  Arab  students 
ought  to  be  able  to  participate  in  the  university  community  on  the  same  basis  as  all  other  students  and  faculty, 
and  that  they  must  be  allowed  to  express  their  views  in  the  frankest  possible  terms,  within  the  laws  of  Ontario, 
without  hindrance  of  any  kind,  fear  of  unwarranted  administrative  interference,  public  reprimand,  or  disciplinary 
measures  designed  to  marginalize  their  contributions. 

23.  The  Complainants  are  also  satisfied  that  the  adrmnistration  understands  that  it  is  important  that  the  university 
Deans,  department  Chairs  and  the  President  not  identify  with  the  political  or  cultural  expectations  of  those  who 
complain  about  the  lawful  activities  of  U.W.O.'s  Palestinian  or  Arab  students. 

24.  While  the  Complainants  welcome  these  changes  they  regret  that  it  has  taken  seven  years  for  the  university 
administration  to  acquire  sufficient  resolve  to  address  Arab  and  Palestinian  student  grievances  at  U.W.O.. 

25.  The  Complainants  stress  that  their  acceptance  of  the  University's  offer  to  settle  in  no  way  implies  that  they  have 
accepted  or  were  satisfied  by  the  work  of  the  U.W.O.  Race  Relations  Committee  which  stands  in  the  Minutes 
of  Settlement  as  something  the  complainants  are  being  "offered"  to  improve  this  situation.  However,  not  only 
has  the  university  administration  had  no  problem  refusing  to  follow  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
the  Complainants  have  been  denied  any  access  to  the  final  Report  produced  by  the  Committee  and  to  this  day, 
the  administration  refuses  to  answer  their  request  for  an  explanation  as  to  why  it  will  now  allow  access.  Far 
from  addressing  Arab  student  grievances,  the  U.W.O.  Race  Relations  Committee,  operating  under  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  U.W.O.  President,  only  served  to  protect  the  administration  from  any  genuine  scrutiny 
and  delay  resolution. 

26  Because  of  the  abusive  delays,  the  Complainants  increased  their  conditions  of  Settlement  and  requested  that 
the  university  undertake  an  educational  event  on  the  topic  of  Palestinian  identity  and  heritage.  They  suggested 
the  university  provide  funding  for  a  lecture  on  the  question  of  Palestinian  identity  and  suggested  Dr.  Edward 
Said,  professor  of  English  literature  at  Columbia  University,  New  York. 

27  The  Complainants  wish  to  express  their  disappointment  at  U.W.O.'s  refusal  to  host  Dr.  Said  as  a  speaker,  an 
action  that  would  have  been  consistent  with  its  own  Race  Relations  Committee's  specific  recommendations  of 
speakers  and  "pro-active  outreach"  to  the  Palestinian  community,  not  to  mention  the  university's  educational 
mission. 


Although  Dr.  Said  was  hosted  just  last  year  by  McMaster  University  in  Hamilton  for  two  lectures  on  the 
question  of  Palestine,  the  Respondents'  legal  advisor  indicated  to  the  OHRC  that  U.W.O.  views  Said  as  a 
"controversial  figure"  and  for  this  reason,  the  university  offered  monetary  compensation  to  the  Complainants 
in  lieu  of  any  speaker  at  all.  The  Complainants  are  surprised  by  the  university's  attitude,  especially  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Said  could  have  been  hosted  to  speak  for  much  less  than  the  amount  of 
compensation  now  being  offered  to  the  Complainants. 


5  . 


29.  This  leads  to  an  inescapable  conclusion  about  the  propriety  of  the  university's  motivation  for  refusing  to  invite 
this  leading  intellectual:  it  is  clearly  a  measure  of  the  problems  the  university  administration  continues  to  have 
in  relating  to  the  Arab  and  Palestinian  communities,  difficulties  which  almost  certainly  result  from  an  unfounded 
but  definitely  lingering  concern  over  possible  negative  reactions  to  its  association  with  these  communities. 

30.  As  a  result,  the  Settlement  Agreement  does  not  succeed  completely  in  reducing  the  uneasiness  felt  by  the 
Complainants  or  the  Arab  and  Palestinian  communities. 


ft 


The  National  Organization  Serving  Arab  Canadians  Since  196/ 


CANADIAN  ARAB  FEDERATION 
LA  FEDERATION  CANADO  -  ARABE 


PRESS  NOTICE 

February  8,  1994 

University  of  Western  Ontario 
Acts  of  Anti-Arab  Discrimination 
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The  Canadian  Arab  Federation  is  pleased  to  announce  that  a  settlement  has  been  reached  with  the 
Univesity  of  Western  Ontario  with  respect  to  four  complaints  of  anti-Arab  discrimination  filed  with  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission.  CAF  believes  that  these  cases  are  symptomatic  of  a  climate  of  bias 
and  discrimination  towards  Canadian  Arabs  and  Muslims  and  those  who  associate  with  them  within  the 
educational  and  university  setting. 

Pursuant  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a  Final  Settlement  of  the  matter  signed  by  all  parties  today,  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario  has  agreed  to  publish  a  public  statement  of  sincere  regret  and  apology  for 
a  number  of  instances  of  differential  treatment  of  Canadian  students  of  Palestinian  and  Arab  origin  by  the 
university  President,  George  Pedersen,  and  the  former  Dean  of  the  UWO  Law  Faculty,  Wesley  Rayner. 
An  open  letter  of  apology  to  the  Arab  and  Palestinian  communities  of  the  University  of  Western  Ontario 
and  the  City  of  London  will  be  published  in  three  newspapers. 

The  Settlement  Agreement  reached  with  three  U.W.O.  students  and  the  former  President  of  CAF  who 
filed  complaints  with  the  O.H.R.C.  includes  financial  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  complainants  for 
mental  anguish,  assurances  from  the  U.W.O.  administration  that  it  has  taken  steps  to  ensure  that 
institutional  discrimination  directed  against  Canadian  Arab  and  Palestinian  students  will  not  be  tolerated 
and  undertakings  that  the  U.W.O.  administration  will  carefully  monitor  the  future  equitable  application 
of  university  policies. 

The  Settlement  represents  the  second  time  the  O.H.R.C.  has  had  to  intervene  in  connection  with  incidents 
of  anti-Arab  racism  at  U.W.O..  In  1985,  the  U.W.O.  Students'  Council  issued  a  public  apology  for  its  . 
refusal  to  ratify,  in  1982,  a  Palestinian  student  club,  Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle  East. 

The  Canadian  Arab  Federation  and  the  Complainants  express  the  hope  that  the  final  Settlement  reached 
in  these  O.H.R.C.  complaints  will  serve  to  ensure  that  in  the  future,  Palestinian  and  Arab  students  will 
be  able  to  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  a  university  environment  and  the  university's  commitment  to  academic 
freedom  for  all  its  members. 

FULL  DETAILS  AND  DOCUMENTATION  WILL  BE  PROVIDED  AT  A 

NEWS  CONFERENCE 

Wednesday,  February  9,  1994  at  11:00  a.m. 
Kenora  Room,  Downtown  Sheraton  Hotel,  123  Queen  St.  West 
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miMM»lYof  WESTERN  ONTO^IO 

Department  of  University  Relations,  London,  Ontario  N6A  5B8  (519)  661.-2046  Fax:  (519)  661-3921 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  DURI  9 

Feb.  9/94 

PRESIDENT  COMMENTS  ON  ONTARIO  HUMAN  RIGHTS  SETTLEMENT 

The  President  of  The  University  of  Western  Ontario,  Dr.  George  Pedersen  issued  the  following  statement 
today: 

The  University  was  informed  this  morning  that  the  Canadian  Arab  Federation  was  holding  a  news 
conference  in  Toronto  to  announce  the  terms  of  a  settlement  reached  with  the  University  as  the  result  of 
;a  complaint  filed  in  1987  with  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  (OHRC). 

The  complaint  alleged  that  there  were  specific  incidents  on  campus  indicating  that  differential 
treatment  was  afforded  to  students  of  Arab  or  Palestinian  origin.  In  particular,  the  complaint  referred 
to  events  surrounding  the  appearance  of  a  guest  speaker  sponsored  by  Canadians  Concerned  for  the 
Middle  East  (CCME)  in  1987. 

After  an  investigation  into  the  allegations  the.  University  determined  that  there  were  situations  in 
which  differential  treatment  appears  to  have  occurred. 

:  Trie  University  regrets  this  situation,  and  has  consistently  worked  to  initiate  policies  and  procedures 
that  provide  an  academic  environment  that  promotes  the  dignity  and  worth  of  all  ethnic  origins  and 
races  across  the  campus  and  within  the  local  community. 

Western  formulated  and  adopted  a  Race  Relations  Policy  in  1990  and  has  established  a  full-time  Race 
Relations  Office,  whose  mandate  includes  raising  the  sensitivity  and  awareness  of  race  relations  issues 
throughout  the  University  community,  and  to  receive  and  investigate  complaints. 

A  University  Committee  on  Race  Relations  has  also  been  formed,  and  Western  is  in  the  process  of 
establishing  an  academic  program  in  Middle  Eastern  Studies  in  conjunction  with  Huron  College  and  the 
London  Arab/Palestinian  community. 

These  initiatives  are  outlined  in  an  open  letter  which  the  University  has  agreed  to  publish  in  three 
community  newspapers,  pending  approval  by  the  OHRC. 

While  the  University  is  satisfied  that  it  Will  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  settlement,  official 
authorization  has  yet  to  be  received  from  the  OHRC.  However  the  University  believes  that  this  seven- 
year  bid  complaint  can  now  be  put  to  rest.  Western  shares  the  hope  as  expressed  by  the  Canadian  Arab 
Federation  that  "Palestinian  and  Arab  students  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  a  university 
environment  and  the  university's  commitment  to  academic  freedom  for  all  its  members." 

-  30  - 


For  more  information,  please  call  Dr.  George  Pedersen  at  (519)  661-3106,  or  660-0178  (home); 
or  Iris  Shegda,  Media  Relations,  661-2046. 
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B'NAI  BKXTH  DISMAYED  AT  UNIVERSITY  OF  WESTERN  ONTARIO 
SETTLEMENT  IN  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION  COMPLAINT 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  February  10,  1994 

iMdQO,  Oat..  The  League  for  Human  Rights  of  B'nai  Brf(h  Canada  today  expressed  its  dismay 
at  the  tiitfveishy  of  Western  Ontario  for  reaching  a  settlement  in  a  human  rights  complaint 
brought  by  a  group  of  Arab  saidcnis  who  had  previously  put  up  poster*  on  campus  (hat 
portrayed  Israeli  soldiers  as  Nazis. 

"We  are  concerned  that  the  umversicy  could  reach  a  settlement  wftft  and  apologise  to  a  group 
that  bad  produced  posters  that  distorted  and  trivialized  the  memory  of  the  Holocaust/  said  Dr. 
Alain  Goldschlanger,  League  for  Human  Rights  Loudon  representative.  The  poster  that  was 
distributed  by  the  Arab  ^sdc^s  ai  Western  showed  a  lack  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
Holocaust  by  corapanng  Israeli  soldiers  to  SS  tellers," 

'Many  members  of  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  community,  ux^ding  students  and  faculty 
members,  ate  children  or  relatives  of  Holocaust  survivors,''  added  Dr,  Gtoldsehlanger.  "Those 
posters  poisoned  the  environment  for  many  in  the  University  and  wider  Jewish  .Community. " 

The  League  for  Human  Ri$ht$  of  8'nai  Britfc  Canada  is  a  national  volunteer  agency  dvSi<xtc4 
to  combatting  racism,  bfeOfry  and  anti-Semitism.  The  objectives  of  the  League  include  human 
rights  for  all  Canadians,  improved  inter-community  relations  and  the  eUmination  of  lacial, 
discrimination  and  anti-Semitism. 
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FOR  MORE  INFORMATION; 

Dr.  Alain  (Mdschlanger.  B'nai  Britb  London  (519)  66T-3820 
Dr.  Karen  Mock,  National  Director  (416)  631-6721 
Joslj.ua  5'chwarcz,  Ontario  Director 
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Anti-Arab 
complaint 
resolved 


Students  settle  j 
with  university  j 

.'   '      BY  VIVIAN  SMITH  f 
The  Globe  and  Mail  ? 
TORONTO  —  Seven  years  after: 
launching  a  complaint  to  the  Onta-! 
rio  Human  Rights  Commission  re-, 
garding  anti-Arab  discrimination,  a' 
group   of  former   students  has', 
reached  a  settlement  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Western  Ontario.  j 
At  a  Toronto  press  conference  yes-; 
tcrday  organized  by  the  Canadian] 
Arab     Federation,  commission, 
spokesman  Stewart  Shacklclon  an-| 
nounccd  that  the  university  hasl 
agreed  to  publish  a  public  statementj 
of  regret  and  apology  for  the  actions; 
of  president  George  Pedersen  and.'i 
the  former  dean  of  the  UWO  law  fa-f 
culty,  Wesley  Rayncr.  f* 
An  open  letter  of  apology  to  thej; 
Arab  and  Palestinian  communities'- 
at  Western  and  to  the  City  of  Lon-L 
don  is  to  be  published  in  the  London  J: 
Free  Press  and  two  campus  papers.) 
The  university  will  also  pay^h^ofj 

"mentalanguish." \ 
Tm  happy  it's  over  but  I'm  dis-j; 
appointed  it  took  so  long,"  said  Na-  u 
dia  Shoushcr,  a  Canadian  of  Lcb-<- 
ancsc  descent  and  one  of  the  com-.! 
plainants.  {! 

In  the  fall  of  1987,  Ms.  Shoushcr ; 
said,  she  was  asked  "Arc  you  an  I' 
Arab?"  when  she  tried  to  reserve  a  j.' 
UWO  room  for  a  public  event;  An», 
employee  at  the  university's  rescrva-J! 
tions  office  told  Ms.  Shousher  that  j; 
the  administration  didn't  want  "any  >• 
riots  on  campus. " 

In  another  incident  earlier  that  J: 
year,  a  poster  advertising  a  lecture  to}; 
be  given  on  campus  by  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Palestine  Liberation  Or-  | 
ganization  was  deemed  offensive  by  j 
Mr.  Rayner,  who  asked  for  parts  of; 
it  to  be  removed.  Some  members  of< 
the  university's  Jewish  community 
had  complained  about  the  poster,  j, 
A  drawing  on  it  pictured  Paleslin- jj 
ian  women  and  children  surrounded  |' 
by  Israeli  soldiers  dressed  in  Nazi*!, 
uniforms,  which  Mr.  Pcdcrscn  said!! 
satirized  the  Holocaust.  Two  years  Jj 
earlier,  the  drawing  won  the  grand'; 
prize  at  an  annual  cartoon  compcti- 1 
tion  in  Montreal.  The  drawing.ji 
which  was  chosen  by  a  panel  of  Ca-  ]i 
nadian  editoral  cartoonists,  was 
considered  extremely  controversial. 

Another  complaint  said  that  the 
university  failed  to  respond  to  Arab 
student  concerns  that  the  student 
newspaper,  The  Gazette,  had  pub- 
lished a  n  t  i-Ara  b  carica  t  u  res. 

In  a  statement  yesterday,  Mr.  Pc-  J' 
dersen  said:  "After  an  investigation  J 
into  the  allegations,  the  University  j 
determined  that  (here  were  silua-  j 
lions  in  which  differential  treatment  f 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 


Three  complaints 
of 'differential 
treatment' were 
made  in  1987 

By  Noel  Gallagher 

The  London  Free  Press 

The  University  of  Western 
Ontario  has  agreed  to  issue 
apologies  and  offer  $8,000  in 
compensation  to  settle  three 
complaints  of  "differential 
treatment  of  Arab  students" 
filed  with  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  in  1987. 

The  agreement — announced 
at  a  Canadian  Arab  Federation 
(CAF)  press  conference  in  a 
Toronto  hotel  Wednesday— 
calls  for  UWO  to  publish  an 
apology  to  the  Arab  and  Pales- 
tinian conim'unities  of  the  uni- 
versity and  the  city  of  London 
in  The  Free  Press  and  both 
campus  newspapers,  The  ..- 
Gazette  and  Western  News,  and 
pay  $2,000  to  each  of  the  four 
complainants  for  their  "mental 
anguish." 

"I  believe  the  complainants 
have  been  vindicated,"  said 
James  Kafieh,  a  past-president 
of  CAF  and  one  of  the  four  com- 
plainants. "Perhaps  other  uni- 
versities will  take  to  heart  the 
lesson  taught  to  Western  today, 
that  university  campuses 
should  show  greater  respect  for 
differences  and  academic  de- 
bate and  not  be  places  fostering 
intolerance  and  racism.". 


rees  to 


In  his  open  letter  of  apology, 
university  president  George 


local  Arab  Palestinian  commu- 
nity's "legitimate  concerns" 


is  now  able  to  produce  "a 
quicker  identification  and  res- 
olution of  racial  incidents"  due 
to  initiatives  such  as  the  devel- 
opment of  a  race  relations  poli- 
cy, the  establishment  of  a  full- 
time  race  relations  officer  and 
creation  of  an  advisory  com- 
mittee on  race  relations. 

While  he  said  he  was  pleased 
to  put  the  seven-year-old  issue 
.to  rest,  Pedersen  did  object  to 
the  CAF  holding  a  press  confer- 
ence before  the  agreement  has 
been  officially  approved  by  the 
human  rights  commission,  and 
without  any  UWO  official  or 
commission  representative  in 
attendance. 

"Obviously,  the  fact  (the 
press  conference)  was  held  in 
;  the  party 


in  the  publicity  value  than  in 
the  cases  themselves,"  said  the 
university  president. 

Meanwhile,  a  CAF  press  re- 
lease charged  that  the  cases  are 
"symptomatic  of  a  climate  of 
bias  and  discrimination  toward 
Canadian  Arabsand  Muslims 
and  those  who  associate  with 
them  within  the  educational 
and  university  setting." 


THE  THREE  COMPLAINTS 

□  A  complaint  was  tiled  in  March, 
1987,  by  Maysoun  Abusitta  and  Ken 
Fanni,  then  UWO  students  and  exec- 
utives of  an  Arab  group  on  campus, 
Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Middle 
East  <CCME)  after  university  officials 
ordered  removal  of  public  notices  ad- 
vertising the  appearance  of  guest 
lecturer  Abdullah  Abdullah,  a  Pales- 


sentaftve,  at  UWU's  faculty  of  law. 
UWO  president  George  Pedersen 
said  the  drawing  accompanying  the 
notice  —  depicting  a  Palestinian  child 
surrounded  by  Israeli  soldiers  —  was 
"obscene"*  "highly  inflammatory"  and 
"satirized"  the  Holocaust.  He  repri- 
manded CCME  president  Abusitta 
and  demanded  that  she  apologize  to 
the  university  community. 
U  The  second  complaint  was  filed  in 
the  fall  of  1987  when  UWO's  reserva- 
tions office  hesitated  for  several  days  , 
to  allow  Nadia  Sousher,  a  Canadian  ! 
student  of  Lebanese  origin,  to  re-  J 
serve  a  room  for  a  public  event.  Uni-  j 
versify  officials  expressed  fears  that  I 
the  room  would  be  used  as  a  forum 
to  criticize  Israeli  policies.  The  stu- 
dent was  lold  the  university  adminis- 
tration did  not  want  "any  riots  on 
campus." 

□  Again  in  1987,  James  Kafieh,  then- 
president  of  Canadian  Arab  Federa- 
tion, filed  a  complaint  against  UWO 
for  its  failure  to  investigate,  thorough- 
ly and/or  quickly,  Arab  student  com- 
plaints regarding  the  "racist,  anti- 
Arab"  caricatures  appearing  in  the 
student  newspaper.  The  Gazette, 
over  a  10-year-period  as  well  as  the 
"organizea  disruptions  of  Arab  stu- 
dent events"  and  the  "unequal  ac- 
cess to  certain  university  university 


'.rif.' 


Pedersen  offers  regrets  seven  years  after  complaint  lodged 

ass??-***-***.        2±s£  sea  T-  i°  «** 

A  anai-pawiM  nccusuion  «r  racism  twain*  Wen-    WiS^nt S^jS  2!  5?  fett*  "f  "Pol,W  to 

meni  A»c  three  fanner  Knidcni* \L  .»  SL^S?  ?  ¥™!  0f  lhc  un1w«'V.  I  offer  my  personal 
«gy  yesterday  Sw5^S22fe2S   frtW;for th4i P*"?"**    »»d«ny IwM to 

Th*  O.nnri,,  tr  M       i.-  '  uin^  community.*  he  wrote. 

rSSSSV  ^ttT tiw  ut*H*att 1,1  t9W-  deal,  Wfl0D  uch 

m  It  inn  *•  hair  tVimwM  — .i  .iu«— .... ..... 


SSESSSg!1  ,J|  n  1008  lisl  *  it,dckM,ts  **• 

Central  to  ibc:  im.rt  rvcm  hwriiie  <ite  three  m» 

SfWf  T"*^  fmni  tt  iniUttt  cmmL- 
mc*  ry  MMdNUn  Ahd«l  Abdullah,  which TwaVo 
noted  wfth  u  poster- ilepto.i^brarlla  as  Nazis  and 
MesmhQtt  »  prisoner*  ofwar  -  ihat  PtotJowi  and 
thcri-deatj  »f  |aw  WW^.Jby.iep  deemed  ^W^o" 
plSrie"        rCn,tK"1  Mwteni*  com- 

i*"  jjj  *P«**  iM^Nnjfty 

Jewish  studeim  shooting  obscenities  and  waving 
ptacurds.  complaints  frttrn  Arab  student,  and  the  »,f- 
.ounpus  sronp  Cimadium.  Concerned  for  the  Middle 
East  apparently  fell  on  deafcars. 

■Olher  awiphmui  U  &*  4rh,„,r,  njfiaiu  it, 
allow  Arab  stttrfetM  Nudia  Khmtsher  to  hold  a  nrcK 
conferee  and  ,hc  *hobl'i.  refusal ,«  u,ke  aSon 

SSftfiS  "r  C<M- l>,iliu'  Wr 

Aral,  Federation  prafebm  times  Kattdi. 

Ill  11  M:i1f-rnmn  nbwJ  it* 


™ 11  !*■  f »*  We.uem  hud  ivaeied  dIHcrenuy  i<>  ihe 
Anthjp«jum  ditto  It  hml  u>  other  jrrtmp,,  tin  cammta. 

fi£ ,.n,*frM|i1»  Itself  to  Idcjttify 

with  the  poRtkat.andtiiliund  expeciatJoiuorrewkh 
mirientft  who  etimjtlnlu«<L  n!«,«t  BcttYitles  or  Palea- 

Pedersen  atlinittfid  Inn  night  there  wrojiS(3o- 
\mm  die  pnrt  of  the  ndrtilnbtntlion,  baa  added  he 
did  not  wMt.ia  ttmufMmtttii  Shackleton'n  'com- 
rtienLiorbchwior.' 

KafeH  «J«i  yestenhty  he  mn  diwppolntcd  hi  the 
time  Jt  took  to  rewlvc  the  nwt(or. 
.  'I  don't  lieHeve  the  Unhenliyof  WeMem  OntarJo 
»**  »edn,f  Jn  good  &kh  •  he  said  "fhey  v«re  tryiou 
to  im  iheirpomrtea  mujor Ctawtttwi  Iradtutiori  to 
xvokI  ranprrri xlbttty  for  dielr  acdo.»  In  die  hope  that 
over umv. :  the  complitlnmtu  rmu!tllu«t<!lsappt;ar/ 

but      niiKnaftcd  with  the  resolution. 

-  .  r**W  ctn»lP?a1nui  shontd  havu  been  deati  with 
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CAMPUS 


Admin  ignored  Race  Relations  advice,  rejected  Said  idea 

By  Sonya  Roberts  speak,*  ShacHcton  said. 

Gazelle  Staff  H  .  2  -*f*f  *The  settlement  cost  them  $8,000." 

Pedersen  said  Wednesday  he  was 

Western's  administration  may  have  opted  advised  by  legal  counsel  that  Said  was  too 
for  a  motjftaty  settlement  with  die  Omadi-    controversial  a  speaker  to  host 
an  Arab  Federation  to  avoid  lux-wing  a  con-       Said  previously  spoke  at  Western  in  ' 

trovcrsial  Palestinian  Arab  speaker.  ■•  October  1985  as  part  of  a  lecture  series.  He  ;' 

The  settlement  —  announced  yesterday  also  gave  two  speeches  at  McMaster  Univer-  ' 

by  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  sky  last  year.  i 
—  awarded  four  plain tirTs  $2,000  each  after      'Former  Western  students  Maysoun 

Western  president  George  Pedersen  admit-  Abusitia  and  Ken  Franni  filed  a  human  rights 

ted  and  apologized  for  racial  bias  stemming  complaint  in  March  1987  alter  Federscn  and 

from  three  1987  complaints  about  the  uni-  then-dean  of  law  Wesley  Rayner  banned  an 

versus  dealings  with  Arab  students.  "obscene*  and  "inflammatory"  poster  pro- 

But  complaint  agent  Stewart  Shacklcton  moling  a  coming  Arab  speaker,  but  took  no 

said  the  plamuffs  never  wanted  money  —  action  when  Jewish  students  disrupted  the 

just  a  personal  leuer  of  apology  from  Ped-  event  with  obscerudes  and  placards, 
crscn  and  an  formal  invitation  to  speak  on       Two  more  complaints  were  lodged 

campus  sent  to  scholar  Edward  Said.  when  the  university  refused  to  allow  Arab  j 

Western's  Race  Relations  Committee's  student  Nadia  Shousher  to  hold  a  press  : 

ig92  report  on  relations  between  the  ttnrver-  conference  on  campus,  and  when  the  I 

sity  and  its  Arab  and  Palestinian  community  school  did  not  respond  to  then-CAF  presi-  I 

adv^meadminLst^^  dent  James  Kafieh's  concerns  about  con-  ' 

gesuons  "of  speakers  on  Middle  East  Issues."  troversial  cartoons  in  The  Cazdte. 

But  Shackleion  said  the  university       Despite  the  resolution,  ShacWeton  said,  ' 

administration  rejected  CAT*  proposal  to  rift*  between  the  vnhxx&y  and  the  Arab  ! 

invite  Said,  agreeing  instead  to  a  more  community  still  run  deep.  J 
costly  resolution,  T  think  (.the  admtnistradon]  is  tmcomfort-  | 

II  would  have  cost  the  university  afaferjcmgasscaatedwimfJicRdc^ 

approximately  $4,000-SS,000  to  have  Said  Arab  communities  at  this  university he  sakL 
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The  Gazette,  (Montreal)  July  20 ,  1985 


Portuguese  cartoonist  winner 
among  contests  900  entries 


A  dnrwrn*  irpfctin*  Imeti  soi- 
djers  tormenting  Lebanese  women 
and  ciaidrar  vas  aranMtiK  rjaod 
prtje  at  Montreal's  2dt&  fster&ation- 
aJ  SaJon  erf  Cartoons  yesterday. 

Drawn  br  Antonio  AoCQies 
Morcira  of  PortngaL  tin?  cartoon 
was  chosen  by  five  jodges  frtxn  *60 
entoca  from  more  than  64  axajcries 
for  its  "immediate  comment  and  rv 
suaUy  arresUft*  strie." 

AnlHoes  Morcira,  who  iad  yet  to 
-be  contacted  by  the  judges  at  his 
borne  in  Portugal  yesterday,  will  re- 
ceive a  13,000  pnze. 


"It's  a  rery  contiurmlai  csrtocn, 
toyrUK  least,"  tud  Robert  L* 
Palme,  dUpctm  of  tke  salon. 

Contest  )*c%c  Terry  Mosfcer  (Aj»- 
linl  r^e>  Giiette'%  editorial  car- 
(oonbe,  actacrwkdyed  tbe  cartoon's 
controTersiai  content,  bat  added 
tiat  jt  was  most  a^oroorixte  a  ligkt* 
oi  the  impact  Israeli  invasion  of 
Lebanon  had  on  the  world. 

Ajkother  jttd^e,  Roy  Peterson,  eo5- 
tonaj  cartoonist  of  The  VMnccxrrm- 
Sun,  said  the  judges  had  no  better 
choice  than  Antanes  Moreira's 
entry. 
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Race  Relations 


UWO  urged  to  recruit 
more  ethnic  students 


A  committee  report  says  the  university 
community's  attitude  sometimes  has  been  'racist.' 


By  Debora  Van  Brenk 

The  London  Free  Press  

Recruitment  of  ethnic  students  — 
j  and  not  just  "upper  middle  class" 
•  white  kids  —  should  be  a  priority  of 
|  the  University  of  Western  Ontario,  the 
j  university's  race  relations  committee 
has  recommended  in  a  report  released 
Thursday. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  com- 
mittee says  many  of  the  university's 
recruiting  efforts  have  focused  on 
high  schools  with  a  ^'low  ethnic  mix," 
its  curriculum  has.  been  "Eurocen- 
tric." and  the  university  community's 
attitude  sometimes  "racist." 

University  president  George  Peder- 
sen  is  asking  the  university  and  any 
other  interested  people  to  respond  to 
the  report  and  its  eight  recommenda- 
tions by  Jan.  15. 

At  least  one  recommendation,  re- 
viewing the  institution's  race  relations 
policy,  will  be  implemented  "for 
sure."  he  said. 

He.  the  board  of  governors  and  the 
senate  will  examine  the  other  recom- 
mendations, and  community  response 
to  them,  before  deciding  which  to  im- 
plement or  change.  "This  is  obviously 
an  area  of  intense  interest  within  the 
university"  and  outside.  Pedersen 
said. 


UWO  president 
George  Peder- 
sen is  asking 
the  university 
to  respond  to 
the  eight  rec- 
ommendations 
on  race  rela- 
tions by  Jan. 
15. 


Reasonable  remedies:  Rod  Singh. 

chairperson  of  the  committee  (which 
had  student,  administration,  staff  and 
community  representation),  said  "I 
think  it's  a  reasonable  report  that  sug- 
gests some  reasonable  remedies"  to 
problems  that  have  existed  at  the  uni- 
versity. 

It  says  students  of  various  ethnic 
backgrounds  should  be  "pro-actively"' 


ship  money  be  raised  and  made  avail- 
able for  those  groups.  No  student 
number  quota  is  proposed. 

European  view.-  Students  have  com- 
plained courses  are  'Eurocentric"  — 
that  is  they  reflect  mostly  a  Europe- 
based  view  of  history,  an,  language 
and  culture.  The  committee  wants  the 
university  to  state  its  support  for  the 
Centre  for  Middle  East  Studies  ar  Hu- 
ron College. 

That  is  largely  based  on  a  long-run- 
ning dispute  involving  the  Arab  /  Pa- 
lestinian community  (at  Western  and 
throughout  London)  now  before  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission. 

The  report  says  students  of  Arab- 
Palestinian  background  "have  com- 
plained of  a  hostile  climate  on  campus 
toward  them''  and  refers  to  an  appen- 
dix not  released  with  the  report. 

The  appendix  recommends  four 
changes  to  better  the  university  's  rela- 
tionship with  those  students,  includ-  j 
ing  a  proposal  that  Western  apologize  j 
tor  the  delay  in  responding  to  their 
concerns. 


•  miinrl  -iriH  rK- 


-mr.  .iSnii  in  crhnlir. 


Race  Relations 
Recommendations- 


The  first  annual  report  of  the 
UWO  committee  on  race  relations 
recommends  that  the  university: 

□  Recruit  students  from  high 
schools  with  a  variety  of  ethnic 
and  socio-economic  back- 
grounds. 

□  Ask  its  development  office  to 
help  raise  money  for  admission 
scholarships  for  these  designated 
groups. 

□  Accommodate  students 
when  university  events  (exams  or 
assignments)  clash  with  their  reli- 
gious holidays  (e.g.  Ramadan,  for 
Muslims). 

□  Endorse  and  consider  com- 
mitting or  raising  money  for  the 
Centre  for  Middle  East  Studies  at  ; 
Huron  College,  and  develop  other  j 
programs  such  as  native,  black  j 
and  Caribbean  studies.  j 

□  Improve  its  relations  with  the  i 
Arab  /  Palestinian  community  and 
with  the  student  organization. 
Canadians  Concerned  for  the  Mid- 
dle_East. 

._)  Mandate  that  the  committee 
on  race  relations  review  the  uni- 
versity's race  relations  policy. 

7 J  Require  the  committee  to 
submit  its  annual  report  directly  to 
the  university  president,  who  will 
release  it  to  the  community. 

□  Change  the  name  of  the  race 
relations  committee  to  the  race  re- 
lations and  anti-racism  education 
committee  of  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario  to  reflect  its  inde- 
pendence from  administration. 
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RACE:  University  urged 
to  recruit  ethnic  students 


►  From  page  Al 

Pedersen  and  committee 
members  contacted  said  the  is- 
sue was  "sensitive"  and  they 
would  not  discuss  specifics  of 
complaints  dating  back  to  1987. 

We  re  well  along  in  negotiat- 
ing a  resolution  of  this  thing  and 
we  can  t  be  in  a  position  to  jeop- 
ardize "  the  process  under  way 
among  the  university,  com- 
plainants and  the  human  rights 
commission,  said  Bill  Wilkin- 
son, a  committee  member  and 
director  of  equity  services  for 
the  university. 

Some  changes  are  already  un- 
derway: Recruiting  posters  now 
"tend  more  to  reflect  the  multi- 
cultural nature  of  the  campus'* 
than  former  ones.  Singh  said. 

Separate  report.-  The  paper 

released  Thursday  was  accom- 
panied by  a  separate  report  of 
the  university  race  relations  of- 


Race  rela- 
tions officer 
Leela  Mad- 
havaRau re- 
ceived 36 
complaints 
of  racial  dis- 
crimination 
or  harass- 
ment. 


ficer.  Leela  MadhavaRau. 

MadhavaRau  said  her  office 
received  36  complaints,  most  of 
them  from  students,  of  racial 
discrimination  or  harassment  In 
this,  its  first  year  of  operation. 

She  said  encouraging  diverai.- 
ry  is  a  large  task  but  "1  think  we 
have  to  be  very  tenacious  and 
keep  coming  back  and  making 
sure  those  recommendations 
aren't  lost  at  some  point  along 
the  line.'* 


THE  GAZETTE,  Friday,  March  27, 1987. 


AMERICAN  EHft^ssY** 

j  ...  HO  PRQ&LEK...  AH* 

TAKE  YOU  THERE.... 
(  UO  WORRY....  RtOHT 

THRCX/GM-THe  GATC  

YES  SIR...  OUT  W£  GO-. 
...  ALLAH  is  W  WtTWCJi 


Gazette  editor-in-chief  Susan  Dc  la  court  ur*es  ncaberq 
of  the  CPHE  to  consider  writing  a  letter  to  the  editor 
to  convey  their  disapproval  of  editorials.  ' 


Oct.,  1979:  A  Gazette  cartoon  portrays  Arabs  as  ugly,  grotesquely 
featured  terrorists  with  knives,  guns  and  bombs  (Oct.,  16, 
1979): 
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March  9,  1994 

VIA  FAX  414/229-4553  AND  FIRST  CLASS  MATT.  ■ 
Mr.   John  Schrccder,  Chancellor 
University  of  Wisconsin  at  Milwaukee  ... 
P.O.   Box  413 
Milwaukee,  WI  53201 

Dear  Chancellor  Schroeder: 

I  am  the  Director  of  Legal  Services  of  the 
American-Arab  Anti-Discrimination  Committee  (ADC) 
ADC  was  founded  by  former  Senator  James  Abourezk  in 
1980  to  combat  discrimination  against  and 
stereotyping  of  Arab-Americans.     With  its  thousands 
of  members  organized  into  approximately  75  chapters 
in  the  United  States,  ADC  has  grown  into  the  laraest 
organization  of  Arab-Americans  in  the  country. 

(vwrf^J11^'^  Palesti2e  Human  R±9hts  Campaign 
(PHRC)   at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Milwaukee 
contacted  ADC.     It  reported  that  PHRC  had  hung  a 
banner  in  the  concourse  of  the  student  union  showing 
the  flag  of  Nazi  Germany  evolving  into  the  flag  of 
the  state  of  Israel'.     The  evolving  flag  is 
captioned,    "Five  Decades  of  Evolution." 

The  Palestine  Human  Rights  Campaign  released  a 
statement  explaining  that  it  hung  the  banner  to  show 
that  the  kind  of  injustice  and  persecution  that 
Nazis  once  committed  against  Jews  is  now  being 
perpetrated  by  Israelis  against  Palestinians. 

We  have  been  informed  that  four  members  of  the 
UWM  community  attempted  to  vandalize  the  banner  and 
were  caught  in  the  act  by  campus  police.  Thouqh 
members  of  PHRC  have  asked  that  the  identities  of 
the  vandals  be  revealed,   the  University  has  thus  far 
refused  to  do  so. 

We  are  writing  to  urge  you  to  protect  the  free 
speech  rights  of  the  members  of  the  PHRC,   and  to 
urge  that  Arab-American  students  on  the  campus  of 
the  UWM  be  treated  in  a  non-discriminatory  manner  by 
University  officials.  y 

In  hanging  the  banner  in  question,   the  students 
at  UWM  are  sending  an  inherently  political  message 
decrying  Israeli  abuses  in  the  occupied  Palestinian 
territories.     Equating  those  abuses  to  the 
atrocities  of  the  Nazi  regime  is  clearly  intended  to 
draw  attention  to,   and  seek  support  for,  the 
struggle  for  human  rights  for  Palestinians  livinq 
under  Israeli  occupation  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza 


Recyclec  Paper.  ADC's  contribution  to  future  generation 
Contr.buiicns/Dues  to  ADC  ore  not  ceOuctible  for  Feoercl  income  rax  curccses 
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Strip.     The  message  is  political,   not  hateful.     it  condemns 
rather  than  condones,   racist  practices.  ' 

This  kind  of  speech  is  indeed  provocative.  However, 
provocative  messages  are  the  very  kind  of  speech  that  a  state 
university  such  as  UMW  must,  by  law,  permit  and  protect.  Free 
speech  is  not  a  luxury  students  enjoy,   it  is  a  right. 

The  U.S.   Supreme  Court  recently  addressed  this  right  in  the 
context  of  the  free  speech  debate.     In  R.A.V.  v    citv  of  St 
Paul,    112  S.   Ct.   2538    (1992)   the  Court  struck  a  St.  Paul 
ordinance  as  an  impermissible  infringement  of  free  speech.  That 
ordinance  made  the  placement  of  a  symbol    (including  a  Nazi 
swastika),   object,   or  words  a  misdemeanor  if  the  person  placing 
the  symbol  had  reasonable  grounds  to  know  that  the  symbol  would 
arouse • "anger,   alarm  or  resentment"  in  others  on  the  basis  of 
race,   color,   creed,   religion  or  gender.     St.   Paul  City  Ordinance 
Section  292.02.     The  Court  struck  the  ordinance  unanimously  The 
plurality  opinion  indicated  that  the  ordinance  had  to  be  struck 
because  it  prohibited  speech  merely  on  the  basis  of  content. 

Interestingly,  diverse  organizations  submitted  briefs 
encouraging  the  Court  to,  strike  the  ordinance.  Those 
organizations  included  the  American  Jewish  Congress,  which  argued 
that  the  ordinance  was  unconstitutional .  '  American  Jewish  ' 
Congress  expressed  concern  that  under  such  an  ordinance,   the  Star 
of  David  could  be  banned  because  Palestinians  view  the  Star  of 
David  as  an  offensive  symbol.     "The  Hate  Debate,   Legal  Times. 
December  2,   1992,  p. 9.     In  other  words,   diverse  elements  of  the 
community  favor  the  preservation  of  free  speech,   even  if  a  vocal 
minority  complain  that  particular  speech  is  offensive. 

Likewise,   a  vocal  minority  may  not  cause  state  actors  to  bar 
speech  --  especially  political  speech  --  merely  by  labelling  the 
speech  "hateful."     Such  control  cannot  be  permitted  in  a  " 
democratic  society,   and  in  particular,   in  a  campus  setting  where 
the  "marketplace  of  ideas"  should  be  most  bountiful. 

For  the  same  reasons  the  Court  struck  the  St .  Paul  ordinance 
in  R.A.V.  ,   UWM  is  required  to  permit  the  speech  embodied  in  the 
controversial  banner  hung  in  the  student  union.  Governmental 
officials  cannot  choose  to  permit  or  ban  speech  based  on  its 
content,   or  merely  because  it  is  provocative. 

Indeed,  University  officials  must  affirmatively  protect  such 
speech.     For  example,   in  Terminiello  v.   Chicago.   337  u.S  1 
(1949)    the  Court  held  that  language  which  merely  makes 'the 
listeners  angry,   or  which  invites  dispute,   cannot  be  banned  for 
that  reason.     Similarly,   the  speech  at  hand  should  not  be  banned 
as  the   "fighting  words"  that  concerned  the  court  in  Chaplinskv  v 
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New  Hampshire     315  U.S.    568,    571-2    (1942).     There  is  no  imminent 
not  at  UWM.     In  Cox  v.   Louisiana     379  U.S.   536  "(1965)   and  in 
Edwards  v.   South  Carolina,   372  U.S.   229    (1963)    the  Court  held 
that  mere  generalized  fears  that  violence  might  erupt  cannot 
justify  the  banning  of  provocative  speech,   and  that" where 
officials  can  protect  the  speaker  and  the  speech,    they  must. 

1  inform  you  of  the  precedents  so  that  you  can  be  assured 
that  the  PHRC  students  are  on  solid  legal  grounds  when  they 
appeal  to  the  UWM  for  protection  of  their  speech.     We  encouracre 
you  to  offer  them  that  protection. 

We  have  grave  concerns  about  the  actions  of  the  University 
to  date  with  respect  to  PHRC  and  Arab -American  students  Thouah 
the  University  is  aware  of  the  identities  of  the  students  who 
attempted  to  vandalize  the  banner  hung  by  PHRC,   it  has ■ failed  to 
identify  those  students  to  PHRC.     The  PHRC  students  have  a 
legitimate  need  for  this  information:  those  who  commit  violence 
to  particular  speech  may  intend  to  commit  violence  to  particular 
speakers.     Failure  to  identify  the  students  responsible  for  this 
violence  can  contribute  to  the  climate  of  fear  among  the  Arab- 
American  students.     From  whom  must  they  protect  themselves'''  What 
will  the  University  do  to  protect  them  and  their  property? 

A  statement  released  by  the  Chancellor's  office  reportedly 
condemned  the  banner  and  reportedly  mentioned  no  measures  that 
the  University  would  take  to  protect  the  speech  or  the  speakers 
Such  actions  cannot  help  but  contribute  to  the  sense  of  fear  and 
isolation  that  a  minority  on  the  campus  are  attempting  to  instill 
in  the  PHRC  and  Arab-American  students. 

ADC  is  prepared  to  stand  with  the  students  to  protect  their 
rights.     The  situation  at  hand  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  a 
case  involving  Canadian-Arab  students  at  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario,   Canada   (UWO) ,   a  case  which  we  followed  closely. 

There,  Canadian-Arab  students  filed  complaints  with  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  alleging  in  part  that  UWO 
officials  ordered  removal  of  provocative  public  notices 
advertising  the  appearance  of  a  spokesperson  for  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization.     The  notices  contained  a  cartoon 
depicting  a  Palestinian  child  surrounded  by  Israeli  soldiers 
UWO  removed  the  notices,   labelling  them  "obscene,"  "highly 
inflammatory,"  and  satirical  of  the  Holocaust.     The  Canadian-Arab 
students  also  alleged  that  UWO  discriminated  against  them  by  '  ' 
permitting  organized  disruption  of  events  hosted  by  Canadian-Arab 
students.     A  few  weeks  ago,   UWO  settled  the  case  by  agreeing  to 
publish  apologies  to  the  Canadian-Arab  students  for  treating  them 
in  a  discriminatory  manner,   and  by  paying  them  a  total  of  $8,000. 
I  enclose  additional  information  about  that  case. 
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u     We  are  hopeful  that  UWM  will  take  a  different  approach  and 
_phold  the  free  speech  rights  of  the  PHRC  students,   and  the  eaual 
protection  rights  of  all  students  of  Arab  descent  on  the  campus 
of  UWM.     Their  speech  must,  by  law,  be  both  permitted  and 
protected  by  the  University. 

This  is  a  lofty  ideal,  worthy  of  the  expansive,  often-cited 
language  used  by  the  Terminiello  Court: 

[A]   function  of  free  speech  under  our  system 
of  government  is  to  invite  dispute.     It  may 
•    indeed  best  serve  its  high  purpose  when  it 
induces  a  condition  of  unrest,  creates 
dissatisfaction  with  conditions  as  they  are, 
or  even  stirs  people  to  anger.     Speech  is 
often  provocative  and  challenging.     It  may 
strike  at  prejudices  and  preconceptions  and 
,  have  profound  unsettling  effects  as  it 
presses  for  acceptance  of  an  idea.     That  is 
why  freedom  of  speech,   though  not  absolute, 
.    .    .is  nevertheless  protected  against 
censorship  or  punishment,   unless  shown  likely 
to  produce  a  clear  and  present  danger  of  a 
serious  substantive  evil  that  rises  far  above 
public  inconvenience,  annoyance,  or  unrest 
...      .     There  is  not  room  under  our 
Constitution  for  a  more  restrictive  view. 
For  the  alternative  would  lead  to 
standardization  of  ideas  either  by 
legislatures,   courts,   or  dominant  political 
or  community  groups. 

Terminiello  v.   Chicago,    337  U.S.   at  4-5. 

We  look  forward  to  your  response  to  these  concerns . 


Gregory  T.  Nojeim 
Director  of  Legal  Services 


Enclosures    (by  mail  only) 


cc:      Ms.    Carmen  Witt,    Dean  of  Students 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Wisconsin 
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